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I've become private
person after marrying
Kanye: Kim

Kim Kardashian says her mar-
riage with rapper Kanye West
has made her more “private
person”. While appearing in

a TV show, Kim admitted that
before she met Kanye, her
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Saudi enjoys ®
‘autonomy to deal
with Khashoggi I w
case’
Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s judiciary
enjoys full autonomy to
deal with the case of Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi,
the Kingdom’s Justice Min-
ister Dr Waleed Al Samaani
said in a statement issued
by state news agency SPA
yesterday.

He added that the
Khashoggi case took place
on Saudi sovereign territory
and it will be looked at by
Saudi courts when all pro-
cedures are complete.

Dr Al Samaani also said
that the ad-
ministration
of justice
is the per-
manent ap-
proach of ©
the Kingdom
of Saudi Ara-
bia, and that
the Kingdom
will not deviate from this
approach.

Saudi Arabia’s judicial in-
stitution was founded upon
the principles of Islamic law
and values of justice that or-
der fairness, Dr Al Samaani
said. He continued by say-
ing that King Salman and
Crown Prince Mohammed
fully support Saudi judicial
institutions that aim to pre-
vent harm to the Kingdom
or its citizens, wherever
they may be.

Dr Al Samaani
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Kingdom experiences thundery showers, heavy winds; Meteorological Directorate urges caution

@ Waterlogged
roads made drivers
struggle. However,
no traffic accidents
were reported from
across the Kingdom.

® Strong winds were
also recorded yesterday
with the Meteorological
Directorate noting
winds reaching 35

knots at times.

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

hundery rain along with
Theavy winds was reported

in many parts of the King-
dom yesterday.

Forecasts said it would contin-
ue until tomorrow.

Riffa was the worst among the
places affected by the rain with
puddles across streets.

Waterlogged roads made driv-
ers struggle. However, no traffic
accidents were reported from
across the Kingdom.

Vehicles wade through flooded roads in

Speaking to Tribune, a Riffa
resident said, “Showers were
really strong. I had to avoid cer-
tain roads as they were filled
with water.”

DEAL OVER

Riffa.
Several videos depicting the
impact of the rain went viral yes-

terday. In one of the videos, a boy

was seen swimming to cross a
flooded road.

US to withdraw from nuke arms treaty with Russia

Washington

onald Trump has con-
D firmed the US will leave

an arms control treaty
with Russia dating from the
cold war that has kept nuclear
missiles out of Europe for three
decades.

“We’ll have to develop those
weapons,” the president told
reporters in Nevada after a rally.
“We’re going to terminate the
agreement and we’re going to
pull out.”

Trump was referring to the
1987 Intermediate-range Nu-
clear Forces treaty (INF), which
banned ground-launch nucle-
ar missiles with ranges from
500km to 5,500km.

Signed by Ronald Reagan
and Mikhail Gorbachey, it led
to nearly 2,700 short- and medi-
um-range missiles being elimi-
nated, and an end to a dangerous
standoff between US Pershing
and cruise missiles and Soviet

Donald Trump

2,700

short- and medium-
range missiles were
eliminated following the
1987 Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces
Treaty.

$S-20 missiles in Europe.

The Guardian reported yes-
terday that Trump’s third na-
tional security adviser, John

Bolton, a longstanding oppo-
nent of arms control treaties,
was pushing for US withdrawal.
The US says Russia has been vi-
olating the INF agreement with
the development and deploy-
ment of a new cruise missile.

Under the terms of the treaty,
it would take six months for US
withdrawal to take effect.

US hawks have also argued
that the INF treaty ties the coun-
try’s hands in its strategic ri-
valry with China in the Pacific,
with no response to Chinese
medium-range missiles that
could threaten US bases, allies
and shipping.

Bolton and the top arms
control adviser in the National
Security Council (NSC), Tim
Morrison, are also opposed to
the extension of another major
pillar of arms control, the 2010
New Start agreement with Rus-
sia, which limited the number of
deployed strategic warheads on
either side to 1,550.

METEOROLOGICAL DIRECTORATE

In another, two men were seen
carrying aman in traditional Arab
robes in a trolley into his car.

The video was titled ‘100 fils
service’ suggesting some were

-'\: '1._ -'I""| = r X
Protesters seeking a referendum on

the final Brexit deal attended a rally

offering this ‘trolley service’ to
residents in the area.

There were also videos show-
ing cars and trucks submerged
in water in some of the neigh-
bourhoods of Riffa. However,
Tribune could not verify the au-
thenticity of these videos.

Strong winds were also re-
corded yesterday with the Me-
teorological Directorate noting
winds reaching 35 knots at times.

According to the next five-day
forecast issued by the directo-
rate, the weather will continue
to fluctuate with scattered rain.

“Thundery showers are ex-
pected to affect the Kingdom
along with very strong gusts.
Therefore, Meteorological Di-
rectorate calls on citizens and
especially the sailors to be care-
ful and cautious,” the directo-
rate stated. The directorate also
confirmed hailstorm in Hamad
Town yesterday.

The General Directorate of
Traffic also urged caution. “The
directorate wishes safety to all
road users and calls upon drivers
to be cautious of the rain by driv-
ing on the correct lane, following
the speed limits and leaving the
safety distance between vehi-
cles,” it stated.

yesterday, which organisers said was the “biggest” demonstration of its kind.
Young voters led the People’s Vote march to London’s Parliament Square,
which attracted approximately 700,000 protesters. It also had support from
a number of MPs who also want a fresh vote. The march was held at the same
time as a pro-Brexit rally in Harrogate, organised by the group Leave Means
Leave and led by former UKIP leader Nigel Farage. Full story page 11
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Bahrain backs Saudi

The Kingdom yesterday reiterated its full solidarity with Saudi in its efforts to uphold transparency and justice

Manama

he Kingdom has com-
I mended the great efforts
exerted by the Custodi-
an of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al
Saud, in order to establish jus-
tice, transparency and fairness.
This is reflected through the
wise directives and decisions
concerning the case of the late
Saudi citizen Jamal Khashog-
gi, which confirms that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will
always remain the state of jus-
tice, values and principles that
ensure the application of law
to all without exception, the
Foreign Ministry said.
The Kingdom stresses the
high regional and international
position of the Kingdom of Sau-

Shaikh Khalid

di Arabia, noting that its great
assets and valuable contribu-
tions will continue to be the
basis of security and stability
regionally and internationally,

Mr Al Jubeir

it added.

“The Kingdom of Bahrain
reiterates its full solidarity with
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
all its positions and measures,

(T

it also affirms its total rejec-
tion towards those affecting
the Kingdom’s security, sover-
eignty and stability.”

In another development, the

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al
Khalifa, made a telephone call
to his Saudi counterpart, Adel
Ahmed Al Jubeir.

The two sides agreed on in-
tensifying joint coordination
between the two countries at
all levels and on various issues
of common concern.

Shaikh Khalid highlighted
the vital strategic role of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
maintaining regional and in-
ternational stability and pros-
perity.

For his part, the Saudi For-
eign Minister expressed his
appreciation for the support
of the Kingdom, which reflects
the close brotherly relations
between the two countries at
all levels.

Justice Minister
issues edict

Manama

ustice, Islamic Affairs and

Endowments Minister Shai-
kh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa
hailed the edict issued by His
Royal Highness Prime Minister
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa to regulate the technical
requirements for sending, re-
ceiving and updating electronic
records and signatures of public
bodies.

He described the electronic
declaration as an essential de-
velopment and a quality leap in
the litigation procedural system.

The move, he added, is part of
the technological transforma-
tion initiatives aimed at boost-
ing effectiveness and speed in
processing cases.

He also pointed out that elec-
tronic notification will include
all forms of judicial declara-
tions.

In this context, the Justice, Is-
lamic Affairs and Endowments
Minister issued edict 89/2018
approving email and SMS to
declare judicial papers in civil,
commercial and criminal cases.

TDT | Manama

r Andrew Chambler -
D Visiting Orthopaedic

Consultant from the
United Kingdom will be visit-
ing the Royal Bahrain Hospital
from October 21 to 28.

Dr Chambler has been prac-
ticing as a Consultant Ortho-
pedic Surgeon in the UK for
the past 14 years. He qualified
from St Mary’s Hospital Medi-

Top UK orthopaedic surgeon at RBH

p——

Dr Chambler

Surgery degree in the field of
Orthopedics, specialising in
shoulder and elbow surgery,
by the University of London
in 2000.

Dr Chambler gained
his shoulder and elbow

the US by the British Elbow and
Shoulder Society.

He will be available for con-
sultation on various orthope-
dic related conditions, which

include treatment and man-
agement of Shoulder Pain and
Sports Injuries, Advanced Ar-
throscopic Surgery and Shoul-
der replacement.

To book appointment with
Dr Andrew Chambler, call
17246800 or book online
through www.royalbahrain-
hospital.com.

fellowship in Oxford,
UK and has since been
awarded travelling fel-
lowships to UK and Eu-

cal School in London and has rope as well as the world
been awarded his Masters of renowned Mayo Clinic in
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Linking power grid to Hawar

First step J'
towards
promoting
tourism -
potentials
across six
major islands
to benefit
national
economy

TDT | Manama
Thamer Taifoor

plement the plan of using subma-
rine power cables to connect Hawar
Islands to mainland Bahrain, it is learnt.
The project, funded by the Saudi
Fund for Development, is scheduled
to be completed by November 2020,
according to the office of the Deputy
Prime Minister and the Chairman of
the Ministerial Committee for Recon-
struction and Infrastructure Shaikh
Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa.
The office of the Deputy Premier said

I t will take almost two years to im-

Shaikh Khalifa interacts with officials during his visit to the island.

two of the main islands of the archipel-
ago will be linked by one 25-km long
cable that will run through the seabed.

“The move comes as part of creating
a permanent power network to boost
future developmental projects in the
island,” a statement said.

Southern Governor Shaikh Khali-
fa bin Ali Al Khalifa had recently an-
nounced that a number of develop-
mental projects will be implemented
on Hawar Islands in the near future.

This came as the governor visited

the island to review the potentials for by the Southern Tourism Company

developmental projects.

=y

kilometre cable will
run through the seabed
connecting the power grid
to the island.

showed that the number of guests at the

.
<

The latest official statistics released islands’ hotel and resort had increased

A master plan prepared by Edamah on developmental projects in Hawar.

by 108 per cent in the first eight months
of this year.

Southern Tourism Company operates
under the umbrella of Bahrain Mumta-
lakat Holding Company, the sovereign
wealth fund of the Kingdom and is
in charge of marine transportation to
and from Hawar Islands, in addition to
operating the hotel and resort.

The company also provides logistics
transportation services to ministries
and government bodies.

On its part, Bahrain Real Estate In-
vestment Company (Edamah), the re-
al-estate arm of Bahrain Mumtalakat
Holding Company, announced that it

ol

will launch, in cooperation with the
private sector, several tourism and in-
vestment projects on Hawar Islands,
valued over BD350 million.

The company added that the projects
are expected to create 3,000 jobs while
generating revenues to benefit the na-
tional economy.

The Hawar Islands include six ma-
jor islands, in addition to more than
30 small ones, covering a total area of
about 51.4 square kilometres.

The maximum length of the larg-
est island, Hawar, is nearly 17 kilo-
metres, and maximum width is three
kilometres.

Exceptional experience with
Superfast Home Internet

Now you can enjoy a new dimension of entertainment,
watch your favourite movies and latest series, play video
games uninterrupted, and much more with unmatched
speeds through fibre optic technology.
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elebrating the glorious Tamil legacy

Over 2,000 expected to attend the major Tamil festival to be held on Nov 2

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

ore than 2,000 people
are expected to at-
tend a major festival

putting the spotlight on Tamil
language, history and culture.
The Gulf Tamil Literary Fes-
tival will be held at the Indian
Club on November 2 at 5:30pm,
highlighting the greatness of
Tamil language and its history.
The first-of-its-kind event,
which will feature well-known
Tamil social and political fig-
ures, is being organised by the
Indian Club in coordination
with the Bahrain Tamil Coor-
dination Committee.
“Officials and members of |
all Tamil associations, social
organisations, and NGO’s all
around the Gulf are participat-
ing in this literary event. This
Indo-Malaysian event will be a
milestone in which Tamil celeb-
rities from Malaysia are partic-
ipating,” the Bahrain Tamil Co-
ordination Committee stated.
During a press conference
held yesterday at the Indian
Club premises, the committee
confirmed the speakers and
chief guests for the event. Lit-
erary scholars and prominent
Tamil politicians and public
figures will attend the event
including, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of Penang State in Malaysia
Dr P Ramasamy, Ex-Member
of Parliament of India Vaiko,
and Member of Penang State
Legislative assembly Satees
Muniandy.
“The whole Tamil community
in Bahrain is going to be there to

Satees Muniandy

make this event a huge success.
I am very excited about this
event and look forward to its
immense success,” said Indian
Club President Cassius Periera
during the press conference.
“Our four special guests are
very knowledgeable and looked
up-to by the Tamil community
all over the world. It will be
a great honour for us to have
them here. We are expecting a
huge turnout; we have made all

Mr Periera along with Bahrain Tamil Coordination Committee members at the press conference.

Mr Shetty

the arrangements to be able to
receive the huge participation.
The members of Bahrain Tamil
Coordination Committee are
working day and night for the
success of this event,” a spokes-

person of the Bahrain Tamil
Coordination Committee said.

Awards

The organisers also an-
nounced that an award cere-

mony would be held to honour
distinguished personalities
who have made key contribu-
tions towards the Indian and
Tamil community in Bahrain.
Awards have been categorised
into Business Entrepreneur-
ship Award and Social Service
Award.

Receiving the business en-
trepreneurship award will be:
Founder and Chairman of NMC
Healthcare and Chairman of
UAE exchange Dr B R Shetty,
General Manager of Zayani
Motors Mohammed Zaki and
Chairman of the Management
Board and Managing Editor of
The Daily Tribune P Unnikr-
ishnan.

Social service award will be
given to Coordinator of Bahrain
Tamil Coordination Committee
Abdul Kapur and President of
Indian Club Cassius Periera, the
organisers said.
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Tender Invitation =l

Bahrain Chamber of Commerce & Industry (BCCI) invites specialized
companies to submit proposal for the following:

. Tender L. Tender
Tender title D entEea Initial Bond Closing Date
BCCI BD 50/- BD 500/- Thursday,
Rebranding (Non-refundable ) 29th November 2018
Project 2:00P.M

Guidelines for the submission of bids:
1- Collect the tender documents (RFP) and the current branding document from the
Finance Affairs Department in the 4th floor of BCCI headquarters in Sanabis (Bait Al
Tijjar), effective from 21st October, 2018 until 25th October 2018 after paying the tender
documents'’ fee in favor of Bahrain Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
2- Documents to be enclosed with the bids:
+ The initial bond as per the above table should be in the form of certified cheque, bank
guarantee, or insurance policy valid for the duration specified in the tender document.
+ A copy of the Commercial Registration Certificate for the current year, and copies of
any other documents specified in the tender document.
+ A copy of valid BCCI membership.
3- A portfolio of previous “Branding” projects.
4- Presentation on the proposed new BCCI branding.
5- All the documents submitted with the tender should be stamped with the company’s
official seal.
6- Offers must be submitted in sealed envelopes subscripted with the title of the tender
and addressed to the CEO of Bahrain Chamber of Commerce & Industry. They should be
deposited in the tender box available in the Finance Affairs Department (4th floor, East
wing) before the closing date.

For more details
kindly contact us on: or Email:
. 17380037 m.althawadi@bcci.bh

Flower arrangement lessons

Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFWs) from different walks of
life participated in the “Flower
Arrangement Skills Training
Programme” organised by

the Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA)

under Welfare Officer Redina

C Manlapaz, in collaboration
with the Philippine Embassy in
Bahrain and with the support of
Strictly Social Group headed by
Annette Avila. Resource Speaker
Joselito Pascual conducted

the seminar and taught the
participants the various styles
and techniques in flower
arrangement. Consul General
Ma. Paz G Cortes delivered

her welcome speech during

the event. The training was

part of the OWWA’s livelihood
programme to help the OFWs
upgrade their knowledge and
skills to encourage them to start
their own business once they
return to their home country.

T
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Transportation sector third biggest contributor to state budget, says minister

TDT | Manama
Thamer Taifoor

ahrain is planning a num-
Bber of key projects to im-
prove its transportation
network in the near future,
Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister Kamal
Ahmed has said.
This includes the King Hamad
Causeway, which is the second
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causeway to connect Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia, the Bahrain
Light Rail Network (LRT) and
the expansion of Bahrain Inter-
national Airport, he pointed out.

The minister stated this during
the monthly majlis hosted by the
Bahrain Businesswomen Society.

Mr Ahmed revealed that the
transportation sector is the third
biggest contributor to the state
budget following the oil sector

Bahrain Metro roject is one of the ke projects planed by the Ministry of )

Transportation.

and customs.

He said the total revenues
from the sector is currently BD55
million annually and is expected
to grow to BD65 m.

“The contribution of the trans-
portation sector to the gross na-
tional income is 5.8 per cent with
a growth rate of 4.7pc this year.
The sector provides jobs to 3.5pc
of the total Bahraini workforce.

“No economy can succeed
without an integrated transpor-
tation sector in terms of air, sea
and land transport. Our King-
dom has taken great strides in
this regard,” the minister com-
mented, while reviewing the
ministry’s main projects and de-
velopment strategies with the
attendees.

“Today, Bahrain has strong
transportation links with its GCC
neighbours through the land
ports connecting us to Saudi
Arabia via the King Fahd Cause-

il way, in addition to the under

construction 40km-long King
Hamad Causeway, and through
the Khalifa Bin Salman Port and

the Bahrain Logistics Zone.

“As for air transportation, our
national carrier, Gulf Air, pro-
vides more regional trips than
any other carrier, making Bah-
rain a gateway to the GcC and
Saudi Arabia.

“The ministry is working
steadily to implement the vision
of HM the King by implement-
ing the largest infrastructure
development project, which is

The ministry is working
steadily to implement
the vision of HM the King
by implementing the
largest infrastructure
development project,
which is the expansion
of the airport, increasing
its capacity to annually
accommodate 14 million
passengers.

MR AHMED

million Bahraini dinars is
the annual contribution of
the transport sector to the
State’s budget.

Mega transportation projects ‘set to

serve channels for economic growth’

the expansion of the airport, in-
creasing its capacity to annually
accommodate 14 million pas-
sengers.”

The minister also spoke about
the LRT project and the King
Hamad Causeway project,
which will also connect the
island to other GCC countries
through a modern railway.

Mr Ahmed briefed the attend-
ees on the ministry’s efforts to
attract investments in the vital
sector of transportation, un-
derscoring that organising the
Bahrain International Airshow
biennially, under the patronage
of HM the King,

“Itis one of the fastest growing
events in the aviation sector. The
show will be held from Novem-
ber 14 to 16 this year. Leading
aircraft manufacturers from the
US, Russia and other countries
are expected to participate in
the show, in addition to leading
regional companies from Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. More than
110 aircraft will be displayed in
the event.”

Initiative to boost entrepreneurial skills
among Bahraini youth launched

TDT | Manama
Harpreet Kaur

s part of the Mana-

ma Entrepreneurship

Week (MEW), a Youth
Entrepreneurial Development
Initiative has been launched
to enhance the capabilities of
Bahraini youth and to guide
and inspire them towards
their entrepreneurial aspira-
tions.

The MEW events being held
under the patronage of Shai-
kh Hisham bin Abdulrahman
Al Khalifa, the Governor of
the Capital Governorate, will
commence today and run until
October 25.

Speaking to Tribune,
Mohammed Al Haddad,
co-founder of the initiative,
said, “It aims to expand the
capabilities of Bahrain youth
and enable them to achieve
and develop their entrepre-
neur’s aspirations. Collab-
orating with MEW provides
synergistic benefits for the
initiative, as it’s a platform for
promoting entrepreneurship
and youth empowerment in

Each participant is
assigned to a mentor,
who is a business

leader and influencer

in the community.

The mentorship is for
one year and aims
towards supporting the
participants in attaining
their aspirations.

MR AL HADDAD

the Kingdom.

“Each participant is as-
signed to a mentor, who is a
business leader and influencer
in the community. The men-
torship is for one year and
aims towards supporting the
participants in attaining their
aspirations.

“The organising committee
will be evaluating the progress
of each participant through
evaluation reports and sessions
each quarter during the year.

“The selection criteria for

e

Capital Governor Shaikh Hisham hin

Supporting visually-impaired

&

Ab'dulrahmanAI halifa yesterday paonised amarch in support of the visue{lly-

4 J .

impaired people. Themed “Supporting the Blind”, the march was held on Al Fateh Coast, near Marina Club, in which
the members of the Friendship Society for the Blind participated. The governor stressed the importance of supporting
people with special needs and physical disabilities to help them achieve aspirations and promote their integration

into society.

the participants is that they
have to be a resident of Bah-
rain, age between 18 and 25,
where we made one excep-
tion for a participant who’s 15
years old due to his exception-
al profile.

“Participants should be ea-
ger and ambitious towards
developing themselves es-
pecially in entrepreneurship
sphere and contributing to the
Bahraini community.”

Drug seller loses plea as court upholds sentence

TDT | Manama
Ali Tarif

he High Appeals Courthas

I upheld the ten year’s im-
prisonment issued against

a Bangladeshi national convicted

of peddling drugs.

The defendant was arrested
through a special operation after
an undercover agent offered to
buy drugs from him, according
to court details.

He is said to have accepted

BD70 from the officer in plain
clothes to sell marijuana to him.
The latter was arrested near his
house in East Riffa and 40-grams
of marijuana was seized from him.

He will be deported once he
serves his jail time.

One year jail for

TDT | Manama
Ali Tarif

he High Criminal
Court has sentenced a
29-year-old man to one

year in prison for attacking
two police officers.

The police officers were
alerted by the defendant’s sis-
ter following a brawl at their
house.

“When we arrived we saw
that he was bleeding. He was
holding a knife.

“He immediately pounced
on us. Though we used pepper

cop attacker

He immediately
pounced on us. Though
we used pepper spray,

we initially failed to
control him.

VICTIM

spray, we initially failed to con-
trol him,” one of the victims
revealed to prosecutors.

The 29-year-old man was
held guilty of assaulting on-du-
ty police officers.

Civil Defence dealt with 212 incidents last summer
|

Manama

he Civil Defence Direc-
I torate dealt with a total
of 212 incidents during

last summer, it is learnt.
Public Relations and Aware-
ness officer Captain Ahmed
Mohammed Jassim unveiled
the statistics as he took part

in the weekly programme “Al [ S
Amn”, which is aired on Bah- |&

rain Radio.

He pointed out that most
incidents resulted from elec-
trical short circuits, neglect

I’,.i.Lqu glaal) 4_alall 3,153
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL DEFENCE

CIVIL DEFENCE

i
-'J)gi-

the last summer.

The Civil Defence has also carried out many successful rescue operations during

and recklessness, urging the
owners of houses and shops
to hire specialised workers to
avert such incidents.

Captain Ahmed Mohammed
Jassim said that the General
Directorate of Civil Defence is
ready to provide all required
information and knowhow to
ensure safety standards.

He stressed the need to
avoid keeping gas cylinders
inside houses or companies
and strictly follow the rules
regarding the use of gas cyl-
inders.
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Remains of more
than 60 babies,
foetuses found

Reuters | Washington

he remains of more than

60 infants and foetuses
were found stashed in a De-
troit funeral home, police
said on Friday, calling the
discovery “deeply disturb-
ing”

The incident comes about
a week after the badly de-
composed bodies of 11 ba-
bies were found hidden in
a false ceiling at a different
funeral home in the Michi-
gan city.

No connection between
the two cases has yet been
established, Detroit’s police
chief said. He added city,
state and federal investiga-
tors were looking to form a
task force to investigate the
improper storage of human
remains.

Unrefrigerated boxes
containing about 36 sets
of remains were recovered
from the Perry Funeral
Home along with another
27 sets of remains in a freez-
er, police said.

“This is deeply disturb-
ing,” Detroit Police Chief
James Craig told reporters
on Friday. “I have never
seen anything like this in my
41-1/2 years (on the force),
ever.”

Investigators are working
to establish ages and iden-
tities.

Australia govt loses
crucial by-election

Sydney, Australia

Australia’s embattled
conservative coalition
yesterday dealt a spec-
tacular defeat in a crucial
by-election two months af-
ter it turfed out its latest
prime minister, sending it in
into minority government.

The poll in the wealthy
Sydney seat of Wentworth
was triggered after former
prime minister Malcolm
Turnbull of the Liberal Par-
ty was ousted in the party
coup in August -- the sixth
change of national leaders
in the last decade.

The result snuffs out the
Liberal-National coalition’s
one-seat majority and sends
the country into yet another
period of political instability
ahead of national elections
that have to be called by
mid-May next year.

The Australian Electoral
Commission said with al-
most 40 percent of the vote
in Wentworth counted,
high-profile independent
candidate Kerryn Phelps
was leading 54.34 percent
compared to 45.66 percent
for the Liberals’ Dave Shar-
ma under Australia’s system
of preferential voting.

“I think we can say that
Kerryn Phelps will win the
Wentworth by-election
and this has been a pretty
bad result for the Liberal
Party,” respected veteran
analystAntony Green of na-
tional broadcaster ABC said.

Dozens of casualties as

AFP | Kabul, Afghanistan

xplosions rocked polling
E centres across Kabul yes-

terday, causing dozens of
casualties, as the long-delayed
legislative election dissolved
into chaos with many voting
locations remaining closed due
to technical glitches and lack
of staff.

At least three people were
killed and more than 30
wounded, acting health min-
istry spokesman Mohibullah
Zeer said, hours after the Tal-
iban warned voters to boycott
the ballot “to protect their
lives”.

The Italian NGO Emergency
said 37 people had been taken
to its trauma hospital in Kabul,
including a dead child.

Despite the threat of militant
attacks, voters waited hours for
polling centres to open across
the war-torn country and many
remained closed more than six
hours after the election officially
began.

After shambolic preparations,
missing or incomplete voter reg-
istration lists and hiccups with
biometric voter verification de-
vices -- which are being used
for the first time -- have caused

An Afghan policeman searches voters before casting their votes at a polling centre

lengthy delays at polling centres.

Most polling sites opened
late after teachers employed
to handle the voting process
failed to show up on time,
said the Independent Election
Commission (IEC), which has
promised to extend voting by
four hours.

Polling centres that do not
open before 1:00 pm (0830 GMT)
would reopen on Sunday, the TEC
told reporters.

“I came here early to finish
and go home quickly, but we
have been waiting for an hour
and they have not started yet,”
Mustafa, 42, told AFP outside a
mosque in Kabul.

“The queue is getting longer.
They have to register our votes
quickly -- we are afraid abomber
or a blast may hit us.”

Rockets and bombs
Almost nine million people have

registered to vote in the parlia-
mentary election, which is more
than three years late, but attacks
across the country on Saturday
are likely to deter many from
turning out.

Voting in Kandahar has been
delayed by a week following the
attack.

Asvoting got underway Satur-
day, three rockets were fired into
the northern city of Kunduz, a
police spokesman said. No casu-

explosions rock Afghan

alties were reported.
There also was a rocket at-

. tackneara polling station in the

western province of Herat that a
police spokesman said wounded
a child, as well as numerous ex-
plosions elsewhere.

Despite the risks, President
Ashraf Ghani urged “every
Aghan, young and old, women
and men” to exercise their right
to vote, after casting his ballot
in Kabul.

Photos posted on social media
showed scores of men and wom-
en clutching their identification
documents purportedly lining
up outside voting centres across
the country amid a heavy secu-
rity presence.

Taliban threats

The Taliban issued several
warnings in the days leading up
to the poll, calling on candidates
to withdraw from the race and
for voters to stay home.

At least 10 candidates out of
more than 2,500 contesting the
lower-house election have been
killed.

Most of those standing are
political novices, and include
doctors, mullahs and journalists.
Those with the deepest pockets
are expected to win.

US Mega Millions jackpot hits
$1.6 billion after no winners

Washington, United States

Scores of American lottery
players were disappointed
they hadn’t become an over-
night billionaire Saturday -- but
they’ll get another chance to
scoop the jackpot, with $1.6 bil-
lion up for grabs in a few days.

The prize for Friday’s Mega
Millions contest had soared to
$1bn, prompting long lines at

gas stations and 7-11s across the
country. But, although there
were 15 second-tier winning
tickets of at least $1 million
across nine states, nobody won
the jackpot -- putting the prize
for Tuesday’s draw at a record
$1.6 billion.

The previous largest single
jackpot of $758.7m was won
last year by Mavis Wanczyk, a
53-year-old mother of two from

Massachusetts.

In 2016, a $1.58bn Powerball
prize was split three ways by
ticket holders from California,
Florida and Tennessee. Each
took home $528.8m.

The game, which was creat-
ed in 2002, has seen changes
over the years that have re-
duced the chances of winning,
meaning bigger and bigger
jackpots.

University to pay $215m
for sex abuse in campus

Los Angeles, United States

he University of Southern

California said Friday it
had reached an “agreement in
principle” to pay $215 million
in compensation over alleged
sexual abuse by a campus gy-
necologist. Dr George Tyndall
has denied allegations made
by hundreds of women that
ranged from rape to inappro-
priate touching during medical
examinations during his 30-

year career.

He was also accused of tak-
ing photos of patients’ geni-
tals and making lewd remarks
about their physiques, as well
asracist and homophobic com-
ments. Despite multiple com-
plaints by students and nurses,
he was not investigated until
2016, when an internal inquiry
was launched following a com-
plaint by a nurse at the center
managing reports of sexual
aggression.

Prince Harry opens Invictus

AFP | Sydney, Australia

ritain’s Prince Harry yes-

terday opened the Olym-
pic-style Invictus Games for dis-
abled and wounded soldiers at a
moving ceremony on the fore-
court of Sydney’s Opera House,
after an intense thunderstorm
forced an hour-long delay.

The Duke of Sussex, who
climbed the Sydney Harbour
Bridge on Friday to help raise
the Games flag, welcomed more
than 500 competitors from 18
nations to an event that he
founded.

“Over the last four years the
Invictus Games have become
about so much more than the
thousands of competitors who

Games Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex attend
an Invictus Games event

have taken part,” he said on a
stage shaped like a boomerang,
following a belated traditional
Aboriginal welcome ceremony
that was held up by torrential
rain and lightning.

“Invictus has become about
the example of service and ded-
ication our competitors have
provided to the world. Our In-
victus family has turned these
Games into a symbol of strength,
honour and optimism for a new
generation.” The prince said the
concept was particularly rele-
vant in 2018, the centenary of
the end of World War 1.

“It feels a fitting tribute to

! the legacy of that generation to

continue to support those who
have served their country to-

Games for disabled

day,” he said. Earlier Saturday,
Harry and his pregnant wife
Meghan opened an extension
to a war memorial in the city
before handing out the first In-
victus medals in a driving chal-
lenge, where France won gold.

The Games might be Harry’s
brainchild, but they are also spe-
cial to the couple as it was at the
2017 event in Toronto that he
made his first appearance with
the American former actress,
then dressed in ripped jeans and
a casual white shirt.

Founded by Harry in 2014,
the Games are an internation-
al sporting event for wounded,
injured and ill servicemen and
women, both active duty and
veterans.
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On a mission to Mercury

‘BepiColombo’ is on its way to probe the mysteries surrounding the smallest planet in our solar system

AFP | Paris, France

I s Mercury’s core liquid or sol-
id, and why -- on the smallest
planet in our solar system -- is
it so big? What can the planet
closest to the Sun tell us about
how our solar system came into
being?

An unmanned European-Jap-
anese space mission, dubbed
BepiColombo, blasted off early
Saturday morning from French
Guiana, to probe these and other
mysteries.

“BepiColombo is coming like
a white knight with better and
more precise data,” said Alain
Doressoundiram, an astronomer
at the Paris Observatory.

“To understand how Earth
was formed, we need to un-
derstand how all rocky planets
formed,” including Venus and
Mars, he said.

“Mercury stands apart and we
don’t know why.”

First, however, the suite of
instruments on board the Ari-
ane 5 rocket will have to travel
seven years and nine million

The ESA’s Mercury spacecraft, the BepiColombo Stack configuration standing in

position at a test facility in Spijkenisse

kilometres (5.6 million miles) to
reach their destination.

In a statement after the
launch, ArianeGroup said the
satellite had successfully es-
caped Earth’s gravity field and
was beginning its long journey
where it will reach speeds of up
to 40,000 kilometres (25,000
miles) an hour.

According to Pierre Bousquet,
an engineer at France’s National
Centre for Space Research and
head of the French team contrib-
uting to the mission, Mercury
is “abnormally small,” leading
to speculation that it survived
a massive collision in its youth.

“A huge crater visible on its
surface could be the scar left

over from that encounter,”
Bousquet said. Finding out if
this is true is on BepiColombo’s
“to do” list.

Going hot and cold

This scenario would explain
why Mercury’s core accounts
for a whopping 55 per cent of
its mass, compared to 30pc for
Earth. Mercury is also the only
rocky planet orbiting the Sun
beside our own to have a mag-
netic field.

Magnetic fields are generated
by aliquid core but given its size,
Mercury’s should have grown
cold and solid by now, as did
Mars.

This anomaly might be due to
some feature of the core’s com-
position, something BepiColom-
bo’s instruments will measure
with much greater precision
than has been possible so far.

On its surface, Mercury is a
planet of extremes, vacillating
between hot days of about 430
degrees Celsius (more than
800 degrees Fahrenheit) to su-
per-frosty nights of minus 180C

(minus 290F). Those days and
nights last nearly three Earth
months each.

Earlier missions have detected
evidence of ice in the deepest
recesses of the planet’s polar
craters.

Scientists speculate that this
may have accumulated from
comets crashing onto Mercu-
ry’s surface.

Lashed by solar winds

Mercury is 58 million kilometres
(36 million miles) from the Sun,
nearly three times closer than
Earth.

“The planet is whipped by so-
lar winds,” a constant torrent of
ionised particles bombarding
the surface at 500 kilometres per
second, said Bousquet.

The scientists will be able to
study the impact of these winds
-- 10 times stronger than the
ones hitting Earth’s atmosphere
-- on Mercury’s magnetic field.

The BepiColombo mission
will deploy two spacecraft. The
Mercury Planet Orbiter, built by
ESA, will investigate planet’s sur-

face and interior composition.

The Mercury Magnetospheric
Orbiter, made by the Japan Aer-
ospace Exploration Agency, will
study the region of space around
the planet that is influenced by
its magnetic field.

The mission will also look for
tectonic activity, and seek to
understand why spectroscopic
observations show no iron even
if it is thought to be one of the
planet’s major component ele-
ments.

Compared to Mars, Venus, and
Saturn, Mercury has barely been
explored. Only two spacecraft
have ever paid it a visit.

NASA’s Mariner 10 did three
flybys in 1974 and 1975, provid-
ing the first up-close images.
More than 30 years later, NASA’s
Messenger did the same, before
settling into orbit around Mer-
cury in 2011.

The new mission is named
after Giuseppe (Bepi) Colombo,
abrilliant Ttalian mathematician
and engineer who first under-
stood the relationship between
Mercury’s rotation and orbit.

ASSETS

Non-current assets

Property, plant and equipment
Investment in an associate
Non-current investments

Total non-current assets

Current assets

Inventories

Current investments

Trade and other receivables
Bank balances and cash

Total current assets
TOTAL ASSETS

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity

Share capital

Treasury shares

Statutory reserve

General reserve

Revaluation reserve
Investment revaluation reserve
Share of reserves of associate
Retained earnings

Proposed dividend

Total equity

Non-current liability
Employees’ end of service benefits

Total non-current liability
Current liabilities

Trade and other payables
Current portion of term loan
Bank overdraft

Total current liabilities
Total liabilities

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

NATIONAL HOTELS COMPANY eso

INTERIM STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 30 SEPTEMBER 2018 (REVIEWED)

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS

30 September 31 December Three months ended Nine months ended
2018 2017 30 September 30 September
Reviewed Audited 2018 2017 2018 A '201;
L F eviewe
BD BD BD BD
Gross operating revenue 1,622,236 1,637,994 4,625,583 5,683,457
73‘2;?’33? 79'%;'22‘;’ Gross operating costs (1,167,057) (1,178,783) (3,409,763) (3,635,550)
,231, 1709,
2,519,669 4,458,312 |  GROSS OPERATING PROFIT 455,179 459,211 1,215,820 2,047,907
83,362,218 82,789,726 | Net investment income:
Share of profit from an associate 411,194 430,240 1,093,222 1,204,391
Dividend income 62,740 62,124 171,667 168,329
70,432 90,846 Interest income 18,396 39,318 77,181 125,669
2,048,488 44,233 Fair value gain on investments at
553,053 1,027,929 fair value through profit or loss - net 3,486 2,406 4,255 5,340
200,220 3,188,049
495,816 534,088 1,346,325 1,503,729
2,872,193 4351057 | wMiscellaneous income 83,427 1,81 243,749 193,407
Depreciation (508,390) (516,133) (1,525,170) (1,543,606)
86,234,411 87,140,783 |  General and administration expenses (149,059) (83,701) (518,787) (335.921)
Financial charges (11,471) (23,289) (37,670) (89,565)
PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD 365,502 431,987 724,267 1,775,951
11,025,000 11,025,000
(94,726) (94,726 BASIC AND DILUTED EARNINGS
5,512,500 5,512,500 PER SHARE (in fils) 3 4 7 16
2,190,079 2,190,079
3a0eely  Gpaneol STATEMENT OF OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
,902, 841,
78,936 7,183 Three months ended Nine months ended
31,049,604 30,368,180 30 September 30 September
- 1,091,747 2018 2017 2018 2017
- i iowed Revi Revi
82,870,761 83,147,974 BD BD BD ! BD
Profit for the period 365,502 431,987 724,267 1,775,951
315,627 431,406
i Other comprehensive income (loss)
315,627 431,406 | Other comprehensive income (loss) not to be
reclassified to profit or loss
in subsequent periods:
2,190,359 2,318,188 Net movement in fair values of investments at
- 1,243,215 fair value through other comprehensive income
857,664 - during the period (61,357) 61,357 (184,073)
— Share in associate’s
3,048,023 3,561,403 other comprehensive income (loss) 6,150 (1,934) 28,910 (7,226)
3,363,650 3,992,809 Other comprehensive income (loss) 6,150 (63,291) 90,267 (191,299)
S for the period
Total comprehensive income for the period 371,652 368,696 814,534 1,584,652

86,234,411 87,140,783

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY

Investment Share of
Share Treasury Statutory General Revaluation revaluation  Reserves of Retained Proposed
capital shares reserve reserve reserve reserve associate earnings dividend Equity
BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD

Asat 31 December 2017 11,025,000 (94,726) 5,512,500 2,190,079 31,206,911 1,841,100 7183 30,368,180 1,091,747 83,147,974
Transfer to retained earnings

onadoption of IFRS 9 by an associate - - 42,843 (42,843)
Asat 1January 2018 11,025,000 (94,726) 5,512,500 2,190,079 31,206,911 1,841,100 50,026 30,325,337 1,091,747 83,147,974
Profit for the period - - - 724,267 - 724,267
Other comprehensive income for the period

(notes 5 &6) - - - 61,357 28910 - - 90,267
Total comprehensive income for the period - - - 61,357 28,910 724,267 - 814,534
Dividends paid (note 9) - - - (1,091,747)  (1,091,747)
Asat30September 2018 (reviewed) 11,025,000 (94,726) 5,512,500 2,190,079 31,206,911 1,902,457 78,936 31,049,604 - 82,870,761

Mr.Faisal Ahmed Al Zayani (Chairman)

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY (continued)

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Profit for the period
Adjustments for:
Depreciation

Share of profit from an associate

Fair value gain on investments at fair value
through profit or loss - net

Dividend income

Interest income

Interest expense

Provision for employees’ end of service benefits

Operating profit before working capital changes
Working capital changes:

Inventories

Trade and other receivables

Trade and other payables
Cash flows from operations
Interest paid
Employees’ end of service benefits paid
Directors’ remuneration paid
Charitable contributions paid
Net cash flows from operating activities
INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Purchase of property, plant and equipment
Dividends received from an associate
Other dividends received
Interest received
Net cash flows (used in) from investing activities
FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Repayments of term loan
Dividends paid
Net cash flows used in financing activities
DECREASE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
Cash and cash equivalents at 1 January

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT 30 SEPTEMBER

‘Nine months ended

30 September

2018 2017
Reviewed Reviewed
BD BD
724,267 1,775,951
1,525,170 1,643,606
(1,093,222) (1,204,391)
(4,255) (5,340)
(171,667) (168.329)
(77,181) (125.669)
37,008 89,480
74,346 50,095
1,014,466 1,955,403
20,414 (18,755)
493,170 (652,190)
(220,059) (86.622)
1,307,991 1,197,836
(37,008] (89,480)
(190,125! (35.714)
(95,000) (179,000)
(39,900) (39,000)
945,958 854,642
(4,132,158) (602,942)
1,600,000 1,500,000
171,667 168,329
58,887 125,669
(2,301,604) 1,191,056
(1,243,215) (1,864,827)
(1,091,747) (1,310,097)
(2,334,962) (3,174,924)
(3,690,608) (1,129,226)
2,927,269 4,581,621
(763,339) 3,452,395

Investment Share of
Share Treasury Statutory General Revaluation revaluation  Reserves of Retained Proposed
capital shares reserve reserve reserve reserve associate eamings dividend Equity
BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD BD
Asat 1January 2017 11,025,000 (94,726) 5,512,500 2,190,079 31,206,911 2,224,552 49,392 29,282,547 1,310,097 82,706,352
Profit for the period - - - - - 1,775,951 - 1,775,951
Other comprehensive loss for the period
(notes 5 & 6) - - (184,073) (7,226) - - (191,299)
Total comprehensive (loss) income for the period - - (184,073) (7,226) 1,775,951 - 1,584,652
Dividends paid (note 9) - - - - (1,310,097) (1,310,097)
As at 30 September 2017 (reviewed) 11,025,000 (94,726) 5,512,500 2,190,079 31,206,911 2,040,479 42,166 31,058,498 - 82,980,907

Mr.Adel N Hamadah (Vice Chairman & Managing Director)
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Censorship bad
under military
dictators,
worse under
democrats

If Jinnah were alive today, he probably
wouldn’t be able to write what
he thought in the paper he founded

e

MOHAMMED HANIF

awn, Pakistan’s oldest Eng-
D lish-language newspaper,

carries on its masthead the
image of a man’s face and this proud
claim: “founded by Quaid-I-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah,” who also
founded the country itself. For the
last eight years, the centerpiece
of Dawn’s weekend editorial page
has been commentary on national
politics and national security by the
assistant editor Cyril Almeida.

Almeida writes in what some call
very good English, though some-
times in ways that are irreverent
or annoying to his subjects; he
also happens to be one of very few
non-Muslims in a media landscape
dominated by religious right-wing
ideologues. Jinnah, a staunch sec-
ular and an Anglophile, would have
approved.

Three weeks ago, Almeida’s
column disappeared. His editor
has said that it’s a temporary and
well-deserved break. But Almeida’s
column disappeared after the High
Court of Lahore issued a non-bail-
able arrest warrant against him on
treason-related charges for an arti-
cle published in May. In it, he quot-
ed former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif suggesting that the Pakistani
authorities had, at a minimum,
failed to prevent terrorists from
attacking targets in India in 2008.
“Should we allow them to cross
the border and kill 150 people in
Mumbai?” Sharif said, according to
Almeida. (Sharif has not contested
having said this.)

I don’t think Almeida had missed
a single column except on public
holidays. One of Pakistan’s most
brilliant voices, after being hound-
ed for two years, is now being si-

lenced, in the name of national
security.

Almeida went to a court hearing
earlier this month, along with Sha-
rif and another former prime min-
ister, both accused of treason. (The
charge against Almeida is called
“connivance.”) A TV reporter asked
him repeatedly: Is the media free in
Pakistan? Almeida looked straight
ahead, kept quiet and walked into
the courtroom. He didn’t look like
a person on a well-deserved break.
The court canceled the warrant,
lifted a ban on his travelling abroad
and scheduled another hearing for
later this month.

What did Dawn do to deserve the |

collective ire of our establishment
and its lackeys? For a long time,
it was considered an editorially
conservative paper: Its detractors

used to call it Daily Yawn. It’s the }

kind of paper that was once read
by bureaucrats, diplomats and as-
piring young people wanting to
improve their English. But over
the past decade, Dawn has become
a bit more vigorous in its reporting
and its commentary.

Two years ago, for example,
Almeida reported that Sharif, then
the prime minister, had told the
army’s top brass that if the mili-
tary didn’t act against militants,
Pakistan would stand isolated in
the world. The generals apparently
were so shocked and hurt at the
suggestion that they weren’t seen
abroad as a gaggle of peace-loving
Gandhis that they went into a hud-
dle and emerged shouting breach
of national security. They demand-
ed an inquiry, and a high-powered
commission including senior intel-
ligence officers was set up.

The besieged government fired
its information minister for his
“lapse” in failing to stop the story
from being published. When the
commission announced its find-
ings, the army’s spokesman tweet-
ed that the military “rejected”
them. The spokesman was made

QUOTE NINE-TENTHS OF WISDOM IS
OF THE BEING WISE IN TIME.
DAY THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Almeida now faces criminal and possibly tre

to retract the tweet, but the on-
slaught against Almeida and Dawn
continued by other means.

Media competitors have called
Almeida an enemy agent and a Sha-
rif lackey. The newspaper stood by
him, and he continued to write his
column with occasional referenc-
es to “the muzzle and the leash.”
Then, during the last election cam-
paign this spring, Sharif — who was
removed from office for corruption
last year — gave Almeida that in-

Channelling hopes, energy c

As avenues towards peace hit a dead end, many Palestinians invest their tim

NANA ASFOUR

hat does it mean to be
a Palestinian? In recent
years, more and more

individuals have turned to one
creative field or another to of-
fer up their own answer to that
question, in the hope that a better
understanding of it will bring real
change.

“With the continued failure of
the political process, many of us
now believe that culture is where
we should channel our resources,
energy and hopes,” Zina Jardaneh,
chair of the board of the Palestini-
an Museum in Birzeit, in the West
Bank, told me recently, echoing
the words and sentiments of a
number of other Palestinians I
have spoken to in the past two
decades. Drowned out by oth-
er events, their efforts deserve
broader acknowledgment and
support.

What started out as independ-
ent artists wishing to express
themselves has grown into a col-
laborative campaign of sorts, with
individuals and cultural organisa-
tions banding together to promote
Palestinian arts.

The Palestinian Museum, con-
ceived and built by Taawon, a non-
profit civil society organisation
formed in Europe by a group of
Palestinian businessmen and in-
tellectuals, is one example. Since
the opening of its sprawling home
in 2016, it has become a symbol of
the ambitions and determination
of those involved in this informal
cultural “movement.”

So has the Qalandiya Interna-
tional, or Qi, a biennial festival
of contemporary arts, the result
of seven cultural Palestinian in-
stitutions joining forces, which
is unfolding this month in the
West Bank, Gaza and Israel, and in
cities worldwide, including New
York. As the organisers note: “Qi
aims to place Palestine on the
world’s cultural map by producing
a series of exhibitions, as well as
performances, talks, film screen-
ings, workshops and tours, that

open up channels for dialogue
and exchange, both locally and
internationally.”

Among the organisations be-
hind Qi is the Ramallah-based
A M Qattan Foundation, which
this summer unveiled a multi-
million-dollar center to host its
projects. Over the years, it has
nurtured untold Palestinian art-
ists, musicians, writers, dancers
and actors, and it now employs
more than 100 people.

A M Qattan is far from alone.
According to the Palestinian Cen-
tral Bureau of Statistics, there are
625 cultural centers in the Pales-
tinian territories, with 545 cultur-
al centers in the West Bank and
80 in the Gaza Strip. There are
also 32 museums — 27 in the West
Bank and five in the Gaza Strip.

These organisations have
sprouted and have continued to
operate despite many challenges,
including travel restrictions be-
tween Israel and its surrounding
areas, which complicates some
Palestinians’ ability to participate
in their own cultural events.

One of the most immediate

r w

and wide-reaching art forms, of Historic Palestlnlan dresses were on exhibition at the Palestlman Museum in a West Bank wllage
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lynching in the deep South.
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as0n charges.

terview confirming his differences
with the generals. And now Almei-
da faces criminal and possibly trea-
son charges simply for writing that
a three-time prime minister said
that Pakistan shouldn’t be a stag-
ing ground for terrorist attacks on
another country.

But he isn’t the one who is a
threat to the nation.

The persecution of Almeida is
now the center of a clampdown on
Pakistani media unprecedented in

Pakistani journalists have
always been hoisterous taking
on military dictators and
civilian rulers who have tried
to curb their freedoms. They
were out on the streets again
last week.

scale and sophistication.

Four years ago, after Hamid
Mir, arguably the country’s most
well-known television journal-
ist, was shot six times in Karachi,
his brother accused the chief of
the military spy agency, known
as the 181, of ordering the hit. The
military establishment turned on
the Geo TV network, where Mir
worked, and the Jang media group
for maligning the 1SI.

Seven years ago, Syed Saleem
Shahzad, a reporter who had ex-
posed suspected connections be-
tween the Pakistani navy and ter-
rorists, was found dead in a canal.
A judicial commission that probed
the incident didn’t reach any con-
clusion, but it recommended re-
forming the intelligence agencies.

Those reforms haven’t taken
place, but the intelligence agen-
cies have found ways to control the
media without having to resort to
physical violence. Newspaper dis-
tributors are told not to deliver the
paper. TV shows keep disappearing
as cable operators are instructed
over the phone to take them off the
air.

Pakistani journalists have always
been boisterous taking on military
dictators and civilian rulers who
have tried to curb their freedoms.
They were out on the streets again

n culture

e and resources in the arts

course, is film, and, in the last two
decades, Palestinians have built a
robust, internationally recognised
cinema. While there are some
recurring refrains, the narratives
in the films are not delivering a
monotonous dialogue, neither in
pitch or content. “Wajib,” a new
feature by the Palestinian-born di-
rector Annemarie Jacir about the
generational and political differ-
ences between a father and a son,
offers complexities of Palestinian
perspectives that are not often
seen or heard.

Jacir, whose films were recently
on view at BAM in a mini retro-
spective, is one of the many Pales-
tinians who understand the power
that culture can yield. In 2003,
she curated a festival of Palestin-

g ian films at Columbia University,
which resulted in a book with
a preface by Edward Said. Re-
cently, alongside her sister, the
award-winning artist Emily Jacir
(whose solo exhibition is current-
ly on view at Alexander and Bonin
in New York), she has transformed
her family’s 128-year-old home in
Bethlehem into an arts hub.

While those involved in this

It's true that there is little
precedent to suggest that
national arts movements alone
are capable of bringing about
political change.

cultural mission are proud of the
movement’s independence, its
organic growth and the increasing
sense of camaraderie and soli-
darity that accompanies it, many
would like the Palestinian govern-
ment to do more to help. Jacir said
she “received a small but symbolic
support from the Palestinian Min-
istry of Culture” for “Wajib.”
That’s unlikely to change now
that the United States has decid-
ed to withdraw the more than
$200 million in aid to Palestini-

last week. But about the same time
that they were protesting, a dele-
gation of media owners was being
briefed by the army’s spokesman
on how to report on national se-
curity.

At the heart of the Pakistani es-
tablishment’s idea of national secu-
rity is a self-aggrandising notion of
respect. Almeida refers to the army
as “the boys,” sometimes cheekily.
The establishment thinks he’s not
respectful enough. It asks: Why
did he call the army chief, not Gen.
Raheel Sharif, but just Sharif? A
prime minister tells Almeida, on
the record, that he has different
ideas from theirs about national
security? How dare he go write
that up in a newspaper just under
the picture of our founding father?

For now, it seems the new cen-
sorship is working. Urdu jour-
nalists are writing about national
politics in parables. Current affairs
programs criticising the army are
routinely dropped at the last mo-
ment. Reporters seen as critical
of the army are losing their jobs.
Ghazi Salahuddin, one of Pakistan’s
most senior journalists, recently
said that he has never seen such
restrictions on the media here. He
has been a working journalist for
a half-century and through three
military dictatorships.

Dawn’s first editor-in-chief, Altaf
Hussain, once wrote that Jinnah,
the paper’s founder, never gave
him any editorial directive — that
he “never said ‘Do this’ or ‘Don’t do
that. In fact, he told me to study a
given situation and form my hon-
est and independent opinion on it,
and then to write fearlessly what
I thought.” If Jinnah were alive
today, he probably wouldn’t be
able to write what he thought in
the paper he founded.

(Mohammed Hanif (@mohammedhanif)
is the author of the novels “A Case

of Exploding Mangoes,” “Our Lady of
Alice Bhatti” and “Red Birds.” He is a
contributing opinion writer.)

ans, which many educational and
humanitarian institutions depend
on. Yet it is important for the Pal-
estinian authorities to continue to
designate a portion of their budget
— as “symbolic” as it may be — to
the invaluable contribution of Pal-
estinian artists and filmmakers.
At a time when the status quo
between Israeli and Palestinians
seems intractable, such works
supply visual documentation of
Palestinian concerns and a more
measured portrayal of the condi-
tions under which they exist.

It’s true that there is little prec-
edent to suggest that national arts
movements alone are capable of
bringing about political change.
But such cultural undertakings
should be viewed as an essential
component of the road to peace,
one that provides vital possibil-
ities for engagement, participa-
tion and cooperation among the
generations of Palestinians who,
individually and collectively, are
painting distinct pictures of their
myriad realities.

(Nana Asfour is an editor in The New
York Times Opinion section.)
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fthe Democrats would

stop being obstruc-
tionists and come togeth-
er, we could write up and
agree to new immigra-
tion laws in less than one
hour. Look at the need-
less pain and suffering
that they are causing.
Look at the horrors tak-
ing place on the Border.
Chuck & Nancy, call me!
@realDonaldTrump

rowd reaching Par-
liament Square
ahead of 570,000 de-
manding a final #Brex-
it say on #PeoplesVo-
teMarch - great to see
so many MPs here from
across the parties, albeit
if from the backbenches
@cChrisLeslieMP

Have you noticed,
#Brexit fans have
given up claiming that it’ll
be easy, good for the econ-
omy, save money, enable
better tradedeals, etc?
The only justification
they still give is that it’s
the will of the people.
In which case, best to
check that it still is!
#PeopesVote
@RCorbettMEP

04

stpect and thanks to

veryone on the #Peo-
plesMarch today. Wish I
could be there marching
alongside you. For all our
sakes, shout it loud and
proud, we deserve asay on
the final #brexit deal and
the future of our country.

@peoplesvote_uk
@ijginorton

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
/\

HH Shaikh
Nasser, Bahrain’s
youth icon

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

ith a youth demographic of
close to 70 per cent, (15-24
years: 15.65pc and 25-54 years:

56.04pc), the Kingdom of Bahrain is a young
nation. And in HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, what a hero, our youth have got
to honour and emulate. As President of the
Bahrain Olympic Committee, His Highness
has always led by example, offering his
active and physically gruelling life in the
international sporting arena as an example
for a healthy life.

And now, by turning in an incredible
performance and winning the Ironman
World Championship 2018 in Kailua-Kona,
Hawaii in his category, he has put the spot-
light on Bahrain in the finest way possible,
showcasing the aspirations of its people
and showing the world that the Kingdom is
willing and able to compete and win among
the very best in the whole world.

The Ironman World Championship
brings together the world’s best endurance
athletes in a competition that presents the
ultimate test of body, mind and spirit to
earn the title.

An endurance athlete and accomplished
long-distance triathlete, HH Shaikh Nasser
believes in leading the peo-
ple of Bahrain by example
and has always sought to

Insp lredby,the demonstrate that through
vision of His triathlon and sports partic-
Majesty the King ipation, one can aspire to
HRH the Prime peak fitness and also train
Minister and HRH the ml_nd to accomplish
. great things in every sphere.

the Crown Prince, Besides profession-
here is a youth al athletes, these days we
leader and icon see many high-achievers
whose dedication in differept circles take to
. . sport for fitness and also for

to his nation mental strength. In his role
represents the as a fitness and endurance
ﬁlture ofBahrain sports champion, HH Shai-

kh Nasser has cleared the

track for future champions

to raise the flag of Bahrain
on the podium.

Little wonder that under his watch as the
Chairman of the Supreme Council for Youth
and Sports, President of Bahrain Olympic
Committee, the Kingdom’s athletes have
put in the best ever performance in the
history of the Asian Games this year, win-
ning 26 medals in total (12 gold, 7 silver, 7
bronze) - the 11th ranked overall out of 45
countries.

Such a score and medal tally means that
the government of Bahrain and its leaders
are giving gifted athletes every opportunity
and support to excel.

Excellence in sports represents so much
more than mere physical fitness. Its about
mental strength too and the will to suc-
ceed and place oneself at the service of the
nation.

HH Shaikh Nasser’s capacity to push
himself beyond the normal levels of hu-
man endurance is now a benchmark of his
commitment to inspire and encourage all
the sportspeople in the country - indeed,
it goes beyond the sporting arena because
his concern touches all areas.

Inspired by the vision of His Majesty the
King, HRH the Prime Minister and HRH
the Crown Prince, here is a youth leader
and icon whose dedication to his nation
represents the future of Bahrain.

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of
The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-African
Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

ikrishnan | Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 38444680, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com
n.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing
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BCCI, Chinese
business delegation

meet today
TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and In-
dustry (BCCI) is hosting a
Chinese business delegation
today at 10:30 am in Al Maj-
lis Hall of Bait Al Tijjar.
The delegation will be
spearheaded by represent-
atives from China Council
for the Promotion of In-
ternational Trade (CCTIP)
and will include business
owners from the following
sectors: the energy and
renewable energy, petro-
chemicals, constructions
and infrastructure, and
medical services.

Moody’s
downgrades Italy
on debt, deficit

Milan, Italy

oody’s has cut Ita-

ly’s credit rating by a
notch over concerns about
plans for larger deficits and
the high public debt load
as the country’s populist
government clashes with
Brussels over its budget.

The European Commis-
sion formally warned It-
aly late Thursday that its
budget plans for 2019 are a
serious concern, launching
a high-stakes process that
could see Rome hit with un-
precedented sanctions for
breaking commitments to
Brussels.

At the heart of the con-
cerns is Italy’s public debt,
which amounts to 2.3 tril-
lion euros, or 131 percent
of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), the highest rate in
the eurozone after Greece.

Brussels has demanded
Italy cut spending and re-
duce its public deficit in
order to pare down its debt
pile.

But the country’s popu-
list coalition government
has done the opposite -- of-
fering a draft budget that
boosted overall spending.

The downgrade from
Moody’s -- from Baa2 to
Baa3 with a stable out-
look -- is the latest move
by international financial
watchdogs sounding the
alarm over Italy’s econom-
ic health.

The decision cited “mate-
rial weakening in Italy’s fis-
cal strength, with the gov-
ernment targeting higher
budget deficits for the com-
ing years,” as well as debt
holding near the current 130
percent of GDP “rather than
start trending down as pre-
viously expected”.

And Moody’s said “stall-
ing of plans for structural
economic and fiscal re-
forms” also had negative
implications for the coun-
try’s growth outlook and
debt. Ttaly’s deficit is now
projected at 2.4 percent of
GDP, far higher than the 0.8
percent estimate given by
the earlier centre-right gov-
ernment.

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

akistan’s finance minister
P promised yesterday to end

the country’s reliance on
International Monetary Fund
bailouts to shore up its shaky
economy, as officials prepare to
negotiate a new loan.

Asad Umar’s pledge comes
days after Pakistan’s central
bank warned inflation could
double in the coming year --
hitting 7.5 percent -- while the
country’s growth target rate
of 6.2 percent would likely be
missed.

“This will be the 13th and the
last IMF programme,” Umar said
during a speech at the Karachi
Stock Exchange.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
administration has sent mixed
messages over whether Paki-
stan will enter another IMF
programme, with the former
cricketer suggesting this week
that going to the fund may not
be necessary.

But Umar spoke in grave
terms of the country’s balance

Next IMF loan will be
‘the la

t’: Pakistan FM

YOU

IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde (L) greeting Pakistan Finance Minister Asad Umar (R) at the Bali Convention
Centre during the 2018 IMF/World Bank annual meetings in Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort island of Bali.

of payment crisis, which has
sparked a depreciation of the
rupee and sent stocks tumbling.

bankruptcy very fast. We have to

save the 210 million Pakistanis,”

Umar added.

Similar vows to end reliance
on IMF loans have been made

An IMF team is set to arrive in by past governments including
“We are heading towards Pakistan in early November to former premier Nawaz Sharif’s

begin negotiations.

administration, which received

KNOW WHAT

Pakistan’s central
bank warned inflation
could double in the
coming year -- hitting
7.5 percent

a $6.6 billion loan to tackle a
similar crisis in 2013.

Khan’s new administration
took office in August vowing
to weigh up whether to seek an
IMF bailout as it sought other
avenues of financing, including
from “friendly” countries such
as China and Saudi Arabia.

But aid has been in short sup-
ply and economists’ warnings
have grown urgent.

GFH exits Lost Paradise
waterpark in US$60m deal

TDT | Manama

FH Financial Group (GFH)
Gyesterday announced its
exit from Lost Paradise of Dil-
mun waterpark in a deal valued
at Us$60 million.

The Waterpark is one of the
key components of Al Areen

development, located in the

southern region of Bahrain
next to the formula one track
race with a township spreading
over two million square me-
ters. It is also one of the largest
standalone water park in the
Middle East and the largest

i
Hisham Alrayes

in Bahrain. It accommodates
over 170,000 people over per
annum and features 18 of the
fastest and most exciting slides,
fountains and wave pools in
the Kingdom catering to
all ages.

Commenting, Hisham Al-
rayes, CEO of GFH said, “We are
pleased with achieving another
exit in our real estate portfolio.
Nevertheless, due to the im-
portance of this asset to our Al
Areen development, we have
retained the right to operate
and manage the Waterpark over
the next 5 years.”

BisB digitises HR system

TDT | Manama

B ahrain Islamic Bank (BisB)
said it has implemented an
operational Human Capital
Management (HCM) system,
SAP SuccessFactors solutions,
allowing employees to com-
plete day to day requests on-
line.

The move, according to the
bank, helps employees to ben-
efit from a more streamlined
experience that allows them
to manage their time for ef-
fectively.

“We wanted to implement
a versatile digital solution to
simplify our employees’ work-
load; with less time spent on
transactional and manual ac-
tivities the new digital plat-

Dawood Al Ashhab

form provides employees with
increased flexibility, enabling
them to manage their time bet-
ter and streamlining business
processes across the board,”
said BisB Head of Human Re-
sources & General Services,
Dawood Al Ashhab.

A delegation from the
Petrochemical Industries
Company of Kuwait

with GPIC President Dr
Abdulrahman Jawahery
during a visit to learn

about GPIC’s experience

in preparing institutional
sustainability reports in line
with the Global Reporting
Initiative (GRI). Dr Jawahery
said the Company is ready to
offer its expertise to other
Gulf companies so that

they can benefit from its
experience.
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London sounds Brexit alarm

‘Half million’ rally in London for new Brexit vote

Organisers of the
so-called People’s
Vote March had asked
people to dress up
their favourite pets in
costumes for the march

AFP | London, United Kingdom

ens of thousands of peo-

I ple opposed to Britain’s

looming breakup with the

EU rallied in the heart of London

yesterday, according to organis-

ers, in the latest bid to try and
stop Brexit.

The march on parliament be-
gan as a noisy and festive af-
fair, uniting a giant crowd in
the seemingly hopeless task
of convincing Prime Minister
Theresa May to hold a second
referendum.

Even dogs came along,.

Organisers of the so-called
People’s Vote March had asked
people to dress up their favour-
ite pets in costumes for the
march along the scenic route
from Hyde Park to Westminster
Palace under clear blue skies.

But the message itself is se-
rious: the type of Brexitits sup-
porters promised ahead of the
June 2016 referendum, which
set the divorce in motion, looks
nothing like the one being nego-
tiated today.

Protesters say they would
have voted differently had they
known the true costs involved.

“I think people were misled
in various ways,” small business
owner Peter Hancocksaid while
tightening an EU flag around the
neck of his huge bearded collie.
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Demonstrators hold placards and European Union flags as they take part in a march calling for a People’s Vote on the final
Brexit deal, in central London

“We want to stay European,”
added his wheelchair-bound
wife Julie.

“We can’t really see any ben-
efits of leaving, can we, at all.”

An online petition demand-
ing a binding vote on any deal
agreed before the March dead-
line has been signed almost
950,000 times by the time the
march kicked off.

Divided nation

May has made it abundantly
clear that she has no intention
of allowing aBrexitdo-over.
“They now want a second
referendum to go back to the
British people and say ‘Oh, we’re

terribly sorry -- we think you've
got it wrong,” she told parlia-
ment on Wednesday.

“There’ll be no second ref-
erendum. The people voted and
this government will deliver on
it

But with negotiations between
London and Brussels dead-
locked, it remains unclear what
deal, if any, her government can
deliver.

As Britain’s planned departure
in March next year draws closer
it faces the prospect of leaving
without any agreement, or re-
maining in a transition phase for
several years with few chang-
es but notably losing its deci-

sion-making seat at the EU.

Neither choice is appealing.
Recriminations over how Britain
got here are leaving May looking
increasingly isolated and weak.

And European leaders such
as French President Emmanuel
Macron are openly wondering if
a second British vote might yet
make the mess go away.

Polls show support for a sec-
ond referendum evenly split --
the same as with Brexititself.

The 2016 Brexit poll was
backed by 52 per cent of voters
on turnout of 72pc.

But some think MPs may rally
around another poll at the last
moment to avert complete chaos

Mayor of London Sadiq Khan (C) joins demonstrators as they take part in a march
calling for a People’s Vote on the final Brexit deal

KNOW WHAT

The 2016 Brexit poll
was backed by 52
per cent of voters on
turnout of 72pc.

once they see what Britain might
be forced to sign up to -- and
they must approve.

The last big march on par-
liament demanding a second
vote in June saw an estimated
100,000 gather on and around
the picturesque Parliament
Square facing Westminster Pal-
ace.

Organisers expect this one will

be bigger and involve supporters
of all major parties from every
corner of Britain -- and beyond.

Fiona Godfrey represents a
group of British immigrants in
Luxembourg. She came to Lon-
don because Brexitwould put up
big hurdles to her ability to go
back home with her new Ger-
man husband.

“We would have to meet min-
imum income rules and I am
self-employed,” the 53-year-old
said.

“I’'m losing my voting rights,
my right to alivelihood, my free-
dom of movement -- in Luxem-
bourg, which you can cross in 15
minutes.”

The speakers set to take the
stage outside parliament where
the march concludes include
London Mayor Sadiq Khan.

A group of celebrities led by
Gary Lineker -- a retired football
star familiar to just about every
Briton -- will also pipe in video
messages of support.

State-owned Petrobras: Brazil’s crown jewel

The oil company founded 65 years ago plans to spend $60 billion in next four years

Brazil has
proven reserves of
13 billion barrels

@ It produces 2.5 million
barrels of oil a day

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Petrobras is the jewel in Bra-
zil’s crown: Latin Ameri-
ca’s most valuable enterprise, a
$100-billion oil and gas group
whose crude output puts the
country in the top 10 league
globally, rivalling that of many
OPEC members.

Yet it is also the most indebted
oil company in the world. And it
is at the heart of the biggest cor-
ruption scandal to rock Brazil: a
graft probe that has claimed nu-
merous political scalps, not least
that of former leftist president
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Much attention in Brazil and
abroad is now being focused on
Petrobras because of what looks
likely to be a Brazilian presiden-
tial election victory by Jair Bol-
sonaro. The ultraconservative
has expressed a willingness to
oversee further sales of Petro-
bras’ non-core assets.

Petrobras was founded 65
years ago as a government mo-
nopoly to tap the tiny reserves

that existed at the time. It grew
in the mid-1970s when shallow
offshore fields was discovered,
but they were not big enough to
provide self-sufficiency for the
vast South American nation.

Brazil’s real oil bonanza hap-
pened in late 2006 when Petro-
bras discovered what turned out
to be huge amounts of crude
lying under the oceanic crust
far offshore -- so-called pre-salt
deposits.

That pre-salt oil is costly to
get at, but its extraction soon
made the country a net exporter,
propelled into the same league
as members of OPEC, of which it
is not part.

Today, Brazil has proven re-
serves of 13 billion barrels and
produces 2.5 million barrels of
oil a day, according to the US
Energy Information Administra-
tion. Half the production comes
from the pre-salt fields, with
that proportion forecast to grow.

Petrobras used to the sole pro-
ducer on all the pre-salt fields,
though foreign oil companies
were later allowed to partici-
pate. Under Brazil’s outgoing
center-right government tender
conditions have eased up.

Currently one deepwater
zone, the Libra field, is being
tapped by Petrobras in partner-
ship with France’s Total, Brit-
ish-Dutch giant Shell, and Chi-
nese groups CNPC and CNOOC.

Petrobras pumps 500,000 barrels of oil
Reuters)

Analysts believe the Libra field
could by itself hold up to 15 bil-
lion barrels.

Over-leveraged

But Brazil’s oil giant wagered
way too much too early on the
pre-salt crude wealth. It laid out
an over-optimistic multi-year in-

bras executives orchestrated
hundreds of millions of dollars
in bribes, engaged in bid-rigging,
funneled cash to political parties
and politicians, and hid the mal-
feasance from investors.

That resulted in multiple busi-
ness leaders and politicians of all
stripes, including Lula, facing
prosecution, a $2.5 billion write-

. down of overstated assets, and

| a $853-million fine levied last

month.

Petrobras has sought to draw a
line under the double disasters,
slashing spending and trying to
move past the corruption scan-

~ dal

a day from pre-salt fields. Pictured, assembling a new oil platform (Courtesy of

vestment plan in 2007 that soon
proved an over-leveraged mis-
take when the global financial
crisis hit and oil prices tumbled.

The company’s market value
is around half of what it peaked
to in those heady days, and its
focus has since turned to chip-
ping away at its massive debt

mountain, which in August
stood at $73 billion after billions
of dollars in divestments and
restructuring.

The other major blow was its
involvement in a sprawling cor-
ruption probe called “Operation
Car Wash.”

It revealed that senior Petro-

There are some signs things
are turning around for the com-
pany. Most notably, oil prices
have firmed this year though
uncertainty has returned to the

| sector because of major pressure

on OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia
over the death of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi, and the specter
of a Us-China trade war trig-
gered by threats and tariffs from
US President Donald Trump.

Petrobras has seen sharply
higher profits this year: $2.7
billion in the second quarter,
stronger than forecast. Its share
price is rebounding.

The company’s plan for the
next four years calls for it to
spend $60 billion over the next
four years to boost production
and infrastructure.
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Us, China back
military air rules

Singapore, Singapore

he United States, China

and several other coun-
tries oyesterday agreed in
principle to guidelines on
preventing unplanned war-
plane encounters, the latest
effort to avoid military con-
frontations in Asia.

Risks of chance encoun-
ters between military air-
craft spiralling out of con-
trol have risen in recent
years as Beijing becomes
ever more assertive in the
South China Sea, stoking
tensions with rival claim-
ants in Southeast Asia.

While not a claimant,
Washington has also been
drawn into the row as it has
traditionally been the dom-
inant naval and air power in
the Asia-Pacific.

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN)
agreed to guidelines on
managing air encounters on
Friday, at the annual meet-
ing of the 10-member bloc’s
defence ministers.

US Defence Secretary
Jim Mattis and his Chi-
nese counterpart General
Wei Fenghe were among
eight defence chiefs from
outside ASEAN to give their
“in-principle” backing to
the guidelines, a joint min-
isterial statement said.

India, Russia, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and
New Zealand have also giv-
en broad backing to the new
framework.

Greek pensioners to
be spared more cuts

Athens, Greece

reece will spare its el-

derly further pensions
cuts in its 2019 budget,
Prime Minister Alexis Tsip-
ras said yesterday, after re-
ceiving European Commis-
sion approval on the issue.

“The European Commis-
sion yesterday approved the
2019 Greek budget with-
out new pensions cuts af-
ter eight years of austerity,”
Tsipras said.

Greece is looking forward
to its first budget in a dec-
ade that does not subject the
country to a bailout, having
exited austerity in August.

Tsipras had predicted in
September that pensions
cuts would not prove neces-
sary as he sought to hammer
out abudget that would sat-
isfy international lenders.

Athens unveiled a larg-
er primary budget surplus
than expected in June and
then urged creditors to drop
demands for further pen-
sion cuts in the belief that
such a measure would only
hamper growth.

The Commission accept-
ed as Greece looks solidly
placed to reach the target
of a primary surplus of 3.5
percent of GDP next year
and through to 2022 -- ex-
cepting debt servicing costs.

Saturday also saw Tsipras
sworn in as foreign minister
after Wednesday’s resigna-
tion of Nikos Kotzias.

Kotzias quit after a cabi-
net clash with Defence Min-
ister Panos Kammenos, who
opposes the Macedonia deal
but is nevertheless a cru-
cial coalition partner for the
Tsipras government.

ASRY expects ‘favourable

results’ on stronger order

ASRY helped by
oil prices, increasing
activities

@ Took steps to reduce
costs, improve efficiency

TDT | Manama

SRY, the Arabian Gulf’s
Aleading maritime repair

and fabrication facility,
said it expects to achieve favour-
able results this year on the back
of stronger order book and an
optimistic pipeline.

L

Y
Shaikh Daij Bin Salman Al Khalifa,
ASRY Chairman

-

SHAIKH DAIJ BIN SALMAN AL KHALIFA

“The company’s economic
and operational conditions are
stabilizing, mainly due to inter-
nal improvements, in combina-
tion with a stronger order book
and an optimistic pipeline,” said
Shaikh Daij Bin Salman Bin Daij
Al Khalifa, Asry Chairman dur-
ing a board meeting held at AS-
RY’s Headquarters.

He told the board improve-
ment in oil prices has helped the
company focus on increasing its
activities in ship repair, oil drill-
ing platforms and new projects.

“It is expected that the com-
pany will achieve favourable re-
sults in the current year 2018,”
Shaikh Daij said.

The meeting, he said, con-
structively reviewed the positive
progress made in the forgone
period and particularly during
the First half of 2018 until the
third quarter of the current year.

The company has taken sev-
eral steps to reduce costs to
improve the efficiency of the
various services it provides to its
domestic, regional and interna-
tional customers.

The company also that its
overall results of the current
year reflects the many practi-
cal steps it has taken to ensure
safety, health, environmental
protection, and services im-
provement.

JPMorgan Chase to build
campus in Silicon Valley

New York, United States

PMorgan Chase announced
J Friday that it will open a new
campus for financial technolo-
gy, or “fintech,” in Silicon Valley
in 2020, staffed by more than
1,000 workers.

The New York-based finan-
cial giant, the biggest US bank
by assets, will build the new
campus in Palo Alto, which is
also home to Stanford Univer-
sity. It announced a location
in the tech-rich city for a pro-
ject that is expected to break
ground in 2019.

“This is an important market
for us and we’re looking for-

ward to expanding our foot-
print and attracting more of
the area’s top talent,” said Bill
Wallace, head of digital, con-
sumer and community banking
at JpMorgan.

The move comes as banks
such as Bank of America and
Wells Fargo pare their retail
branch networks as more con-
sumers shift to digital banking,
particularly through mobile
phones.

In 2017, JPMorgan also ac-
quired WePay, a tech company
that provides payment process-
ing to software platforms. The
275 workers from WePay will
be among the staff at the new

Palo Alto venue, the company
said.

In August, JPMorgan an-
nounced a push into online in-
vesting, offering 100 free trades
and low fees in a bid to attract
more millennial customers.

Chief Executive Jamie Di-
mon has dismissed the bitcoin
currency as a “fraud” but touted
other leading fintech pursuits
as potentially transformative
for global finance.

The new office will feature “a
modern workplace design and
amenities that matter most to
employees and state-of-the-art
technology to increase collabo-
ration,” the company said.

IMF, Ukraine ink deal
on new $4 billion loan

Washington, United States

he International Monetary

Fund announced Friday
it had reached an agreement
with Ukraine on economic
policies that would unlock a
new loan deal that will provide
nearly $4 billion.

The new 14-month stand-by
loan deal replaces an existing
four-year financial aid package
agreed in March 2015 and due
to expire in five months, the
IMF said in a statement.

The agreement must be
approved by the IMF board,
which will come later in the
year after authorities in Kiev
approve a 2019 budget “con-
sistent with IMF staff recom-

mendations and an increase
in household gas and heating
tariffs,” a step the government
had agreed on but never im-
plemented.

But the deal also stresses the
need for “continuing to protect
low-income households.”

Ukraine Prime Minister
Volodymyr Groysman had
been seeking the additional
financing from the Washing-
ton-based lender to help his
crisis-hit nation.

He said the “incredible
efforts” of Ukrainian ne-
gotiators managed to reach
a compromise with the IMF
and reduce the initial de-
mand to raise prices by
60 percent.

Kidnapped Tanzanian tycoon
Mohammed Dewji freed

AFP | Nairobi, Kenya

anzanian tycoon Moham-

med Dewji, who was kid-
napped earlier this month, said
yesterday he had been released
and had returned home safely.

“I thank Allah that T have re-
turned home safe and sound,”
Dewiji told a press conference
in Dar es Salaam where he was
abducted on October 11 as he
entered a hotel gym.

Clearly strained and appear-
ing exhausted, he thanked the
“Tanzanian authorities, includ-
ing the police, who worked for
my return.”

“I thank all my fellow Tan-
zanians and everyone around
the world for their prayers,” he
added.

Tanzanian police said Friday
they had identified the driver of
avehicle used in the kidnapping
and were making progress in
their investigation.

The family had offered a re-
ward of half a million dollars
(435,000 euros) for information
that would help police find him.

Mohammed Dewji earlier
tweeted that he had been re-
leased and his father Gullam
Dewji confirmed his son’s re-
lease in comments to the Tan-
zanian daily Mwanachi.

Tanzanian businessman Mohammed Dewiji at his office in Dar es Salaam

His uncle, Azim Dewji told
Mwanachi in a video that “his
abductors abandoned him and
he was able to phone his father,”
adding that his nephew was in
good health.

The footage also showed a
tired-looking Mohammed Dew-
ji, in a T-shirt and jogging trou-
sers, thanking the police.

Abductors spoke ‘African
language’

Tanzania national police chief
Simon Sirro told the press con-

ference that Dewji had already
provided some information
about the kidnapping,.

“Mohammed Dewji told us
that the kidnappers wanted
money but were very afraid,
even though they were armed.
He asked them several times
how much they wanted but they
gave no figure,” Sirro said.

He also gave his captors
contacts for his parents but
they feared that they would
be caught if they approached
them, Sirro said, adding that

they had finally decided to
give up.

“We now know their net-
work, we know which country
the plans were made,” he said,
without giving details.

Dar es Salaam police chief
Lazaro Mambosasa meanwhile
told journalists that Mohammed
Dewji had indicated to him that
his abductors spoke a southern
African language, confirming
suspicions that the kidnappers

" were foreigners.

They had eventually released
him at the same hotel complex
where he had been abducted.
From there, he had made his
way to his home, where police
interviewed him.

Africa’s youngest billionaire,
Mohammed Dewji, 43, heads
the MeTL Group which operates
in about 10 countries with inter-
ests in agriculture to insurance,
transport, logistics and the food
industry.

He was born in Tanzania and
studied at Georgetown Univer-
sity in the United States. He also
served as a member of parlia-
ment from 2005 to 2015.

In 2013, he became the first
Tanzanian to grace the cover
of Forbes magazine and was
named Forbes Africa Person of
the Year in 2015.

Italy’s Salvini
dismisses ratings
downgrade

Italian Interior and Deputy Prime
Minister Matteo Salvini

AFP | Rome, Italy

nterior Minister Mat-

teo Salvini yesterday
dismissed ratings agency
Moody’s decision to down-
grade Italy’s credit standing
because of the government’s
controversial budget plans
and said the country’s out-
look was “stable.”

The current administra-
tion will “keep going for
five years, despite the “rat-
ings agencies and Europe-
an Commissioners,” Salvini
told reporters.

“We are here to solve the
problems of the Italians,
not bring down the gov-
ernment or let ourselves be
intimidated by the ratings
agencies, which have made
glaring mistakes in the past
-- and which are wrong
again this time,” he said.
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Avril Lavigne has no
marriage regrets

IANS | Los Angeles

S inger Avril Lavigne says she does

not regret marrying musicians Chad
Kroeger and Deryck Whibley, who are
now her former husbands.

Lavigne said: “I love love. The way I
looked at it is I married my long-terms.”

The “Head Above Water” singer first
met Kroeger when it was suggested by her
then-manager that they get into the record-
ing studio together and they quickly fell in
love, reports femalefirst.com.uk.

Recalling her initial reaction to the col-
laboration suggestion, she told Billboard
magazine: “He’s had a ton of hit songs.
He plays guitar. This could be great...A
month later, I had a 14-carat ring on my
finger”

The 43-year-old rocker quickly caught
her attention when he arrived for their
first studio session with a $3,000 bottle of
Screaming Eagle wine.

She said: “(I thought) ‘Like, 'm in love. “

After two days in the recording studio,
Lavigne made the “How you remind me”
singer get a matching tattoo with her,
which read ‘Vivre le moment present’. She
said around 75 per cent of her inkings were
done in tandem with other people, includ-
ing two she has with her Whibley, a musical
note and a number 30 to mark the Sum-41

rocker’s 30th birthday,
which fell after they -
had split.

Lavigne said
she doesn’t al-
ways remem-
ber getting
inked, and it
once came as
a shock to her
when she dis-
covered a con-
stellation of
stars by her
inner hip.

She
r e -
called:
“I re-
mem- |/
ber, f
like, ||
peeing.
A nd ;
looking|
at it like, |
‘What did I
do!? I love
it.”

Avril Lavigne

Cardi B asks for post
pregnancy body advice

IANS | New York

apper Cardi B, who has

been candid about how
much her body has changed
since giving birth to a daugh-
ter, has asked fans for sug-
gestions on how to get the
pregnancy line across her
stomach to vanish.

Cardi took to Instagram
to show show off her toned
stomach area just three
months after welcoming
her daughter Kulture Kiari
with husband Offset. The

TIZ

Cardi B

BACARDI

+4¢
*

26-year-old “Bodak Yellow”
rapper revealed she still has
some things she would like
to work on.

“Ladies how do you guys
get rid of the black line in

the middle of your stomach
after giving birth?,” Cardi
wrote along with a photo of
herself in a black tracksuit,
which bared her toned abs.
In the image, a dark line
can be seen both above and

below her belly button.
According to American
Pregnancy Association, the
line is called the pregnancy
line and is usually caused by
the changing hormones or
the imbalance of hormones.

FIRST MAN

(PG-13) (DRAMA/BIOGRAPHY) NEW
@ RYAN GOSLING, CLAIRE FOY, JASON CLARKE

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT:12.00 + 3.00 + 6.00 + 9.00
PM + (1.00 AMTHURS/FRI)

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 3.00 + 8.30 PM

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 230 + 530 + 8.30 +
11.30 PM + (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)

SAAR DAILY AT: 11.30 AM +5.15 + (11.00 PM
THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 2.15 +5.15 +
815+1LI5PM

GOOSEBUMPS 2: HAUNTED HALLOWEEN
(PG-13) (ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY) NEW
@®CHRIS PARNELL, KEN JEONG, WENDI MCLEN-
DON-CONVEY
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 1.45 + 3.45 +
545 +745+ 945 +11.45 PM

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT:12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 +
8.00 +10.00 PM +12.00 MN

SAAR DAILY AT:11.30 AM +3.30 + 7.30 + (11.30 PM
THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.15 +3.15 +
515+715+9.15+1L15PM

MASRYCANY (KIDBA BYDA)

(PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY/ROMANTIC) NEW

@ SAMMY SHEIK, NAHED ELSEBAI, MOHAMED
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT:10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 +
5.15+730 +9.45PM +12.00 MN

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT:12.15 +2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15
+11.30 PM

SAAR DAILY AT: 10.30 AM +12.45 + 6.00 + (11.15 PM
THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.45 AM +2.00 + 4.15 +
6.30 + 8.45+11.00 PM

NAMASTE ENGLAND

(PG-15) (HINDI/ROMANTIC/DRAMA) NEW

@®SHREYA MEHTA, ARJUN KAPOOR, PARINEETI
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 230 +5.30 +
830 +11.30 PM

SEEF (11) DAILY AT:12.00 +3.00 + 6.00 + 9.00 PM
+12.00 MN

SAAR DAILY AT:3.00 + 8.15 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT:3.00 + 8.15 PM

THE OLD MAN & THE GUN

(PG-13) (CRIME/COMEDY/DRAMA) NEW

@ ROBERT REDFORD, CASEY AFFLECK, SISSY
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.15+ 3.15 +5.15
+715+915+1L.15PM
SEEF (I1) DAILY AT: 6.45 + 8.45 +10.45 PM
SAAR DAILY AT:1.30 +5.30 + 9.30 PM

AL KOUWAYESEEN

(PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) NEW
@ AHMAD FAHMY, HUSSEIN FAHMY, SHEREIN

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT:10.30 AM +1.00 +3.30 + 6.00 +
8.30 +11.00 PM

BADHAAI HO

(PG-15) (HINDI/COMEDY/DRAMA/ROMANTIC)
@ SANYA MALHOTRA, AYUSHMANN KHURRANA

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.30 + 9.00 PM

LEGEND OF A RABBIT- THE MATERIAL OF FIRE
(PG) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE) NEW
@YUNWEI HE, LEI HUANG, ZISHAN YANG

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.15 + 415 PM

(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE)
@®TOM HARDY, MICHELLE WILLIAMS

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 12.30 + 6.00
+1.30 PM

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT (ATMOS): 11.30 AM +2.00 +
4.30+700+9.30 PM +12.00 MN

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT VIP (1): 10.30 AM +1.00 +
3.30+6.00 +8.30 +11.00 PM

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 145 + 4.15 + 6.45 +
9.15 +11.45 PM + (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)

SAAR DAILY AT: 11.00 AM +1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 +
9.00 PM + (11.30 PM THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT:10.45 AM +1.15+ 345 +
6.15+8.45 +11.15PM

JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN

(PG) (COMEDY/ACTION/ADVENTURE)
@® ROWAN ATKINSON, OLGA KURYLENKO, EMMA

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.00 AM +12.00 + 1.00
+2.00+3.00 +4.00 +5.00 +6.00 + 700 + 8.00
+9.00 +10.00 +11.00 PM +12.00 MN + (1.00 AM
THURS/FRI)

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT (VIP 11): 11.00 AM + 1.00 +
3.00 +5.00 +7.00 +9.00 +11.00 PM

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM +1.30 +3.30 +5.30 +
730+9.30 +11.30 PM

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.45 AM +1.45 + 345 +
545+ 745+ 945+ 1145 PM

(PG-15) (COMEDY)

@ KEVIN HART, TIFFANY HADDISH, ROB RIGGLE
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 445+ 7.00 +
9.15+11.30 PM
SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.30 + 915 PM

WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT:10.30 AM +12.45 + 6.00
+11.15PM

AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 6.00 PM +(12.00 MN
THURS/FRI)

SMALL FOOT

(PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY)

@ CHANNING TATUM, JAMES CORDEN, ZENDAYA
CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 10.45 AM +12.45 + 2.45 +
445+6.45+8.45+10.45PM

SEEF (11) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM +12.30 +2.30 +
430PM

(15+) (DRAMA/ROMANTIC/MUSICAL) NEW
@ LADY GAGA, BRADLEY COOPER, SAM ELLIOTT

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
SAAR DAILY AT:2.30 + 8.15PM

EL BADLAH

(PG-13) (ARABIC/COMEDY)

@ TAMER HOSNY, AKRAM HOSNI, MAJED EL
MASRY, AMINA

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.00 AM +1.00 +3.00 +
5.00 +7.00 +9.00 +11.00 PM

(PG-15) (ARABIC/ACTION/THRILLER/CRIME)
@® MOHAMMED RAMADAN, YASMINE SABRI,

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 4.00 + 9.00 PM
SEEF (I1) DAILY AT: 6.30 +9.00 + 11.30 PM

(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER)
@ JASON STATHAM, RUBY ROSE, BINGBING LI

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 2.45 + 715 + 11.45 PM

THE EQUALIZER- 2

(15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER)

*- DENZEL WASHINGTON, PEDRO PASCAL,
ASHTON SANDERS

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 1.45 + 6.30 + 11.15 PM

THE NUN

(18+) (HORROR/THRILLER)
@ TAISSA FARMIGA, DEMIAN BICHIR, BONNIE

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 2.30 +7.00 +11.30 PM

THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN IT’S WALLS

(PG-13) (COMEDY/FANTASY/THRILLER)
@ CATE BLANCHETT, JACK BLACK

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.30 AM +4.15 +9.00 PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE FALLOUT
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER/CRIME)
@ TOM CRUISE, HENRY CAVILL, VING RHAMES

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 5.45 + 8.45 + 11.45 PM

PEPPERMINT

(PG-15) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER/DRAMA)

@ JENNIFER GARNER, RICHARD CABRAL, JOHN
GALLAGHER

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 10.45 AM +12.45 +5.15 +
9.45PM

HOTELTRANSYLVANIA 3: SUMMER

(PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/DRAMA)
@ ADAM SANDLER, ANDY SAMBERG

CITYCENTRE DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 1.45 + 3.45 PM

(18+) (THRILLER) NEW
@ STEPHANIE SCHILDKNECHT, ROXANE

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 12.45 + 2.45 + 4.45 +
6.45 + 8.45+10.45 PM

HELLO GURU PREMA KOSAME

(PG-15) (TELGU) NEW
*- RAM POTHINENI, ANUPAMA PARA

SEEF (I1) DAILY AT:10.30 AM + 1.15 + 4.00 PM

(PG-15) (HINDI/COMEDY/DRAMA/ROMANTIC)
@ SANYA MALHOTRA, AYUSHMANN KHURRANA,

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.45 +11.30 PM

SANDAKOZHI 2

(PG-15) (TAMIL) NEW
@ VISHAL, KEERTHY SURESH, VARALAXMI

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 12.00 +3.00 +6.00 + 9.00 PM
+12.00 MN

AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 3.00 + 9.00 PM

VADACHENNAI

(PG-15) (TAMIL) NEW
@ DHANUSH, AISHWARYA RAJESH, ANDREA

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 10.45 AM +2.00 +5.15+8.30
+11.45PM

KAYAKULAM KOCHUNNI

(PG-15) (MALAYALAM)
@ NIVIN PAULY, MOHANLAL, PRIYA ANAND,

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM +2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30
+11.30 PM

AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 12.00 NOON

ARAVINDHA SAMETHA

(PG-15) (TELGU)
@ NT.R. JR., POOJA HEDGE, SUNIL, JAGAPATHI

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 11.15AM +2.15+5.15+ 815 +
11.15PM

ANDHADUN

(PG-15) (HINDI/CRIME/COMEDY)
@ TABU, AYUSHMANN KHURRANA

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 12.30 + 6.15 PM + 12.00 MN

(PG-15) (TAMIL)
@ VIJAY SETHUPATHI, TRISHA KRISHNANA,

SEEF (1) DAILY AT: 3.15+9.00 PM

I've become private person
after marrying Kanye: Kim

IANS | Los Angeles

Reality star Kim Kardashi-
an says her marriage with
rapper Kanye West has made

her more “private person”.

While appearing on “The
Alec Baldwin Show”, Kim
admitted that before she met
Kanye, her whole life revolved
around being in the spotlight.

She said: “We would get our
hair and make-up done after
we filmed the show. Then it
was like: ‘T was like what is the
hottest restaurant in Holly-
wood? Where can I go? Where
can I be seen? What are they

doing? Who is there?”

Cate Blanchett defends straight
actors playing gay on screen

But when she met the

when he isn’t working.

added.

“Heartless” rapper, the “Keep-
ing Up with the Kardashians”
star said her perspective
changed and he taught her
how to value her private life,
as he likes to keep to himself

“It started with Kanye. His
work life is very public, but
then when he was off, he was
very private. Now it’s, ‘Where
can I go on vacation where
nobody will see us?’ All T want
is privacy. I never thought I
would be at that point,” she

IANS | Rome

ctress Cate Blanchett has
defends straight actors
playing gay characters.
Blanchett on Friday partic-
ipated in a ‘Close Encounter’
discussion at the Rome Film
Festival with its artistic direc-
tor Antonio Monda when she
commented on how Hollywood
has been criticised by multiple
human rights groups in recent
years for giving its limited gay
roles to straight actors, as well

as giving transgender roles to Cate Blanchett

cisgender actors.

When looking at footage
from Todd Haynes’ “Carol”,
based on Patricia Highsmith’s
novel about a forbidden love
affair between two women,
she said she had never been
asked more questions about
her sexuality than when she
played a lesbian character.
Many interviewers during the
“Carol” junket seemed to imply
or question whether having a
lesbian experience was essen-

i tial to understanding such a
role.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, TARSEM, S/O CHAIN RAM,
holding Indian Passport No.
M4180037 dated 11/12/2014
issued at BAHRAIN having
permanent residence at (full
address in India) VILL.
LADIAN, DOSANJH KALAN
P.O., TEH. PHILLAUR, DISTT.
JALANDHAR, PUNJAB
presently residing at Shop no
A287,Road No 305, Block 1203,
MadinatHamad, Bahrain will
henceforth be known as (Given
name) TARSEM (surname)
CHAIN RAM. Objection(s)

if any may be forwarded to
Embassy of India, P.O Box 26106,
Al Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Brave announces fight
cards for Bahrain event

TDT | Manama

rave Combat Federation released

the full fight card for the eight-
eenth edition of the event taking place
in the Kingdom of Bahrain during the
Brave International Combat Week
2018.

Brave 18 will be held under the
patronage of HH Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa. Brave Interna-
tional Combat Week 2018 marks the
largest combat sports festival held in
Asia. Brave 18 will take place on 16th
November at the Khalifa Sports City
in Isa Town, Bahrain. The fight card
will feature three championship bouts
alongside the joined promotion from
WFCA 54.

The main event will feature Brazil’s
Lucas Mineiro defending lightweight
championship against Palestine’s Ab-
dul Kareem Al Selwady. The winner
will be crowned as undisputed cham-
pion of lightweight division.

The co-main event will feature the
bout between Abdul Rakhman Dudaev
from Russia and Joe Taimanglo from
Guam. Magomedrasul Khasbulaev
from Russia will face Robert Emerson
from USA in a featherweight bout.

Stephen Loman from Philippines
will defend his bantamweight cham-
pionship against Felipe Efrain from
Brazil. In the opening fight of the main
card, the inaugural flyweight title will
be contested between Marcel Adur
from Brazil and Velimurad Alkhasov

from Russia.

The undercard features seven bouts
and features multiple talent who came
through the IMMAF developmental
system. Bahrain’s IMMAF medalist,
Hussain Ayyad will face Hassan Abo
Ali from Egypt in a flyweight bout.

Akhmed Sheraniev from Russia will
face Antonio Carlos Ribeiro from Bra-
zilin a featherweight bout. One among
the most awaited bouts will showcase
the return of Luan Santiago from Bra-
zil against Djamil Chan from Nether-
lands in a lightweight bout.

Djamil currently holds the record
for the fastest knockout in Brave Com-
bat Federation. Both the fighters have
above 80% of their wins by knockout
and the fight is least expected to go
the distance.

Goyti Dazev from Kazakhstan will
take on Vasiliy Kurochkin from Russia
in a welterweight bout. Cian Cow-
ley from SBG Ireland will face Har-
deep Rai from the United Kingdom
who trains at Jackson-Wink MMA in a
catchweight bout.

Cowley is the training partner of
Conor McGregor and the bout marks
the second time, the fighter from SBG
Ireland is competing in Brave Com-
bat Federation. Anzor Abdulkhozjaev
from Russia will face Alexis Savvidis
from Greece in a featherweight bout.
In the opening bout of the night, 2017
IMMAF gold medalist, Benjamin Ben-
nett will face Khamzat Chimaev from
Sweden in a welterweight bout.

Lucas Mineiro (c) vs. Abdul Kareem Al Selwady - Lightweight championship bout
Abdul Rakhman Dudaev vs. Joe Taimanglo - Bantamweight bout
Magomedrasul Khashulaev vs. Robert Emerson - Featherweight bout

Stephen Loman (c) vs. Felipe Efrain -

Bantamweight championship bout

Marcel Adur vs. Velimurad Alkhasov - Flyweight championship bout

Hussain Ayad vs. Hassan Abo Ali - Flyweight bout
Akhmed Sheraniev vs. Antonio Carlos Ribeiro - Featherweight bout
Luan Santiago vs. Djamil Chan - Lightweight bout
Goyti Dazev vs. Vasiliy Kurochkin - Welterweight bout
Cian Cowley vs. Hardeep Rai - Catchweight hout
Anzor Abdulkhozjaev vs. Alexis Savvidis - Featherweight bout
Benjamin Bennett vs. Khamzat Chimaev - Welterweight bout

Movement Bahrain extend support to
KHK MMA athletes

TDT | Manama

ovement Physical Therapy Cen-

tre extended support to KHK

MMA athletes ahead of Brave Interna-
tional Combat Week 2018, which is the
largest combat sports festival in Asia.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Jalabi, owner of
Movement, Centre for Physical Ther-
apy made the sponsorship official with
Ahmed Khaled Al-Wazzan, the Direc-

tor of the national teams. The spon-
sorship enables the athletes to utilise
advanced physical therapy required
for sports.

The facility is expected to improve
the team performance as the event will
witness more nations participating in
the edition of the event. The facili-
ties will focus to avoid or to diagnose
sports injuries and to improve recov-
ery for athletes.

* Um al Hassan +973 17728699 ¢ Seef District +973 17364999

Thunder and lightning
halt England run chase

AFP | Kandy, Sri Lanka

hunder, lightning and torren-

tial rain halted England on their
Sri Lanka tour yesterday, but they
wrapped up the one-day series against
their hosts with a faster run rate.

After Dasun Shanaka hit a bound-
ary-smattered 66 to help Sri Lanka
make 273-7 from their 50 overs, Ja-
son Roy made 45 and England pair
Joe Root and captain Eoin Morgan
were just shifting up a gear in the
chase when dark clouds gathered
over Kandy.

With England on 132-2 from 27
overs, Root (32) and Morgan (31)
seemed well placed to put their side
on the route to victory. They already
led the series 2-0 going into the fourth

Sri Lankan cricketer Dasun Shanaka plays a
shot

of the five games.

As with the other wins, the deci-
sion came with the Duckworth-Lew-
is-Stern run rate system,and England
were awarded victory by 18 runs.
Every game in the series has now been
halted or interrupted by rain.

While frustrated, Morgan will be
satisfied with the show from his team
in difficult circumstances.

Roy closed in on a half century
which included a six and five fours
when an Akila Dananjaya leg spin hit
his pad as he came down the wicket.
The umpire did not give him out -- but
Sri Lanka demanded a review, which
proved their shouting was justified.

Morgan himself was shunting ahead
with a six and three fours in 34 balls
when the deluge started.

Final round of qualifying
set for I'TF Juniors at BTC

TDT | Manama

op seed Youssef Nabil from Egypt
led eight players yesterday into
the final round of Boys’ Singles Qual-
ifying in the 10th Bahrain ITF Juniors
Championships, being played at Bah-
rain Tennis Club (BTC) in Juffair.
Nabil booked his place after defeat-
ing Emirati Aman Anwar 6-0, 6-0 this
evening at the BTC hard courts. Nabil
will look to continue his winning ways
when he plays Archie Graham from
Great Britain next, with the winner
advancing to the Boys’ Singles Main
Draw. Graham advanced following

his own 6-0, 6-0 victory this evening Deepak Vayara of India plays a shot

against Anshuman Sonawane from
India.

Also moving forward to the last
qualification phase were Oliver Rich-
ards from Great Britain, Zubin Omar
from Bangladesh, Alexandre Ver
Hulst from France, Harold Huens
from Belgium, and Siddharth Jadli
and Deepak Vayara from India. Each
player registered important wins yes-
terday and they will all be vying for
one of the three other slots in the
Boys’ Singles Main Draw.

Richards is set to face Jadli, Omar
will play Vayara and Ver Hulst battles
Huens.

Their matches in the boys’ final
qualifying round will all be held to-
day along with those in Girls’ Singles
Qualifying.

Play is scheduled to get underway

ALL RESULTS TODAY

Boys’ Qualifiers

Archie Graham bt Yousef Manna 6-0, 6-0
Siddharth Jadli bt Mohamed Al Shehabi
6-0, 6-1

Elias Anwar bt Hitesh Yalamanchili 6-1, 6-2
Deepak Vayara bt Omar El Shehawy 7-5, 6-4
Aman Anwar bt Erwin Godinho 6-0, 6-1
Ignacio Montes Cuellar bt Gaurish Kadian
6-0, 6-0

Harold Huens bt Sai Bhairaav K Mannju 6-0,
6-1

at 3pm. All are welcome to attend and
cheer for their favourite players.
Amongst the girls, eight players
will be battling for four places in
their Main Draw. They include top
seed Lea Rebreyend from France, Lia

Billy Hayball bt Paul Blair 6-2, 6-1
Zubin Omar bt Sparsh Parmar 6-0, 6-0
[1] Youssef Nahil bt Aman Anwar 6-0, 6-0
Archie Graham bt Anshuman Sonawane
6-0, 6-0

Siddharth Jadli bt James Blair 6-0, 6-1
Oliver Richards bt Elias Anwar 6-1, 6-1
Zubin Omar bt Avneet Singh 6-0, 6-1
Deepak Vayara bt Zanas Ghajar 6-0, 6-2
Alexandre Ver Hulst bt Ignacio Montes
Cuellar 7-6 (5), 6-0

Harold Huens bt Billy Hayball 6-1, 6-0

Mosimann from Switzerland, Andra
Izabella Sirbu from Romania, Zaara
Omar from the US, Riya Matharoo
and Saniya Masand from India, and
Sophie De Boer and Maryam Isa from
hosts Bahrain.

Bahrain Indians rally past RKCT

TDT | Manama

baa Bahrain Indians defeated
RKCT in the final of CBA Division
C T25 over tournament.

RKCT won the toss and elected to
bat first. Sandeep became the top
scorer with 34 for RKCT. Karthik’s
magic bowling spell collapsed the
batting line up of RKCT as he took 3
wickets for just 9 runs in 4 overs. Sa-
hin supported Karthik with his 5 overs
spell and took 3 wickets to windup
RKCT for 129 runs. Chasing the target
BICC skipper scored a brilliant 54 runs

in 44 ball with his partner Rafeeq who
scored 55 runs secured an 8 wicket
victory for Bahrain Indians

Brief Score:

Abaa BICC 130/2 in 22.1 overs (Ra-
feeq 55, Hari 54) beat RKCT 129/10
(Sandeep 34, Jayraj 22, Karthik 3/9,
Sahin 3/25) by 8 wickets.

Other Award

Winners — Abba Bahrain Indians
bagged 16 individual Trophies, 1 team
Trophy And $200 cash prize

Runners - RKCT bagged 16 individ-

ual Trophies, 1 team Trophy And $150
cash prize

Man of the Match Final - Hari Pras-
ad (Bahrain Indians CC) - Individual
Trophy and $50 cash Prize

Best Batsman of the Tournament —
Pradeep from LuLu CC - - Individual
Trophy and $50 cash Prize

Best Bowler of the Tournament —
Harpreet from RKCT - - Individual
Trophy and $50 cash Prize

Best All-Rounder of the Tourna-
ment -Karthik from Bahrain Indians
CC - - Individual Trophy and $50
cash Prize
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Mbappe scores as
PSG thrash Amiens
for perfect 10

AFP | Paris

aris Saint-Germain con-

tinued the blistering
start to their Ligue 1 title
defence with a record-ex-
tending 10th straight win
as Kylian Mbappe scored in
a 5-0 thrashing of Amiens
yesterday.

Coach Thomas Tuchel
left key men Neymar,
Thiago Silva and Thomas
Meunier out of the squad
altogether at the Parc des
Princes with Wednesday’s
Champions League clash
with Napoli in mind, but
PSG had more than enough
to see off Amiens.

“Everyone thinks that
Ligue 1 might be too easy
to prepare for the Cham-
pions League, but it’s not
like that,” insisted Tuchel,
who took over the reins
from Unai Emery in the
close-season.

“That would mean you’re
blaming the other teams,
but we focus on ourselves.
Nobody won 10 games in a
row, and we did it.

“It’s not (easy). We will
be ready (for Napoli), be-
cause we’re setting our own
limits.”

Dovizioso snatches
Japan pole as
Marquez match
point looms

AFP | Motegi, Japan

D ucati’s Andrea Dovizio-
so kept his fading Mo-
toGP title hopes alive yes-
terday by snatching pole for
the Japanese Grand Prix in
a frantic late dash.

The Italian, who realisti-
cally needs to emulate his
2017 victory in Japan to de-
lay Marc Marquez’s corona-
tion, clocked a fastest lap of
one minute, 44.590 seconds,
with his Spanish rival sixth
quickest.

Marquez, Dovizioso or
Jorge Lorenzo have topped
qualifying at the last nine
races.

That streak was almost
brought to a halt as Jack
Miller roared to the top
of the timesheets late on,
but after the Australian
subsequently skidded off,
Dovizioso and Yamaha’s Jo-
hann Zarco produced some
sudden-death fireworks to
demote him to third.

“We did what we expect-
ed to do,” said Dovizioso.
“We were able to improve
this afternoon and make a
really good lap time.

“But Marc has a really
good pace for the race and
he’s well placed too, so it
will be a hard battle.”

Cal Crutchlow (Honda),
Andrea Iannone (Suzuki)
and Marquez (Honda) will
start Sunday’s race from the
second row of the grid, with
Maverick Vinales (Yama-
ha), Alex Rins (Suzuki) and
Valentino Rossi (Yamaha)
behind them.

Marquez, who leads
Dovizioso by 77 points
with a maximum 100 points
available from the final four
races this season, can cap-
ture his third straight world
crown if he finishes ahead
of the Italian.

AFP | Wolfsburg, Germany

en-man Bayern Munich
Tended their four-match

winless steak yesterday
as Robert Lewandowski scored
twice in a 3-1 win at Wolfsburg,
a day after the club’s hierarchy
launched an extraordinary at-
tack on the German media.

After back-to-back league de-
feats, Bayern leapt from sixth to
second in the Bundesliga behind
Borussia Dortmund who routed
Stuttgart 4-0 with Paco Alcacer
claiming his seventh goal in four
Bundesliga games.

Bayern got back to winning
ways in Wolfsburg the day af-
ter chairman Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge and president Uli
Hoeness slammed the media
in Germany for “disrespectful
and disgusting” reporting on
star-studded Munich.

Bayern worked for the win,
playing the last half an hour with
ten men after Arjen Robben was
sent off after receiving two yel-
low cards.

Head coach Niko Kovac left
Thomas Mueller and Franck
Ribery on the bench as Bayern
broke their four-game winless
streak in all competitions.

Lewandowski gave Bayern an
early lead when he tucked away
Thiago Alcantara’s dummied
pass past Wolfsburg goalkeeper
Koen Casteels.

It was the Poland striker’s
first goal after drawing blanks

Ten-man Bayern
end winless streak

Ty % &
‘5 B

Wolfshurg’s Dutch defender Paul Verhaegh (L) vies with Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski (2ndL)

in his last five games for club
and country.

With half-time approaching,
Robben earned his first booking
for a blatant dive in the area be-
fore Lewandowski struck again
just after the break.

The Polish striker latched on
to William’s misplaced back pass
and dribbled around Casteels to
poke his shot into an empty net
to make it 2-0.

There were nervous looks in
the Bayern ranks on 57 minutes
when Robben was dismissed

after a foul on midfielder Elvis
Rexhbecaj.

Wolfsburg pulled a goal back
five minutes after Robben’s dis-
missal when Dutch striker Wout
Weghorst buried the hosts’ first
clear chance.

James Rodriguez calmed any
nerves in the Bayern ranks with
a stunning shot inside the post
18 minutes from time.

Sancho nets in Dortmund
romp

In Stuttgart, Dortmund re-
main four points clear after their

attack of Jadon Sancho, Marco
Reus and Alcacer ran riot with
the trio all claiming first-half
goals.

Before kick-off, Dortmund’s
sports director Michael Zorc re-
vealed Borussia are set to make
Alcacer’s loan stay from Barce-
lona permanent.

The Spaniard demonstrated
why with his 11th goal this sea-
son for Dortmund and Spain
to become the league’s joint
top-scorer.

Fresh from making his senior

England debut, Sancho, 18, put
Dortmund ahead on just three
minutes when he fired home
after Reus’ shot was deflected
into his path.

Reus then made no mistake
with his second chance for his
fifth league goal of the season.

Alcacer made it 3-0 after 25
minutes when his sublime chip
beat the Stuttgart goalkeeper.

The hosts tightened their
defence after the break, but
Dortmund deserved the win as
Maximilian Philipp slammed
home their fourth six minutes
from time.

Elsewhere, England junior
international Reiss Nelson, on
loan from Arsenal, scored twice
as Hoffenheim warmed up for
their Champions League game
at home to Lyon with a 3-1 win
at Nuremberg.

RB Leipzig are third after a
goalless draw with Augsburg
which cost them their fourth
straight win.

Brazil defender Felipe was
Hanover’s hero, then villain af-
ter scoring their second goal,
but was then sent off in their
2-2 goal at Bayer Leverkusen,
whose Karim Bellarabi scored a
late equaliser.

On Friday, Serbia striker Luka
Jovic, 20, became the youngest
player to score five goals in a
Bundesliga match as Eintracht
Frankfurt romped to a 7-1 win
over bottom side Fortuna Dues-
seldorf.

Thai cave

SUrvivors

train with Galaxy,

I brahimovic
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The Thai youngsters, aged between 11 and 16, were retrieved from the Tham

. AN

Luang cave complex in July after a dramatic rescue effort

AFP | Los Angeles

he Thai junior football

team who were rescued
from a flooded cave after be-
ing trapped for more than
two weeks trained with the
Los Angeles Galaxy and their
star striker Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic on Friday in the lat-
est stop of an international
tour.

The Wild Boars team, who
earlier this month were guests
at the Youth Olympics in Bue-
nos Aires, were given a tour of
the Galaxy’s StubHub Center

stadium before training with
members of the MLS team at a
nearby pitch.

The Thai youngsters, aged
between 11 and 16, were re-
trieved from the Tham Luang
cave complex in July after a
dramatic rescue effort.

Friday’s visit to the Galaxy
was set up by US television star
Ellen DeGeneres, who host-
ed the team on her show on
Monday.

Former Sweden interna-
tional Ibrahimovic had also
appeared as a surprise guest
to meet the team on the show.

Vettel acknowledges ‘mutual
respect’ in Hamilton rivalry

AFP | Austin

Sebastian Vettel yesterday
acknowledged the “mutual
respect” in his world champi-
onship fight with Lewis Ham-
ilton ahead of this weekend’s
potential title showdown.

The four-time champion Ger-
man said his relationship with
the defending champion had
always been respectful, despite
their lifestyle differences.

“I think the respect between
us has always been there de-
spite the fact that maybe we are
very different.

“We appreciate the job that
the other guy is doing. I think
it’s a mutual respect that we
have for each other. I think very
respectful.”

Ferrari driver Vettel needs to
prevent Hamilton out-scoring
him by eight points in Sunday’s
United States Grand Prix ifhe is
to keep his title challenge alive.

But he will start the race with
a three-place grid penalty fol-
lowing a controversial stew-
ards’ ruling for speeding under
red flags in opening practice.

The stewards’ decision, made
in wet conditions, had reduced
Vettel’s slim title chances ac-
cording to Ferrari team boss
Maurizio Arrivabene and
means that he cannot start on
the front row of the grid for a
race in which he knows anoth-

Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel (5) of Germany during practice for the United
States Grand Prix at Circuit of the Americas

er Mercedes one-two will give
Hamilton his fifth drivers’ title.

Vettel was penalised for fail-
ing to slow down sufficiently
after Charles Leclerc’s Sauber
had left gravel on the track after
a spin.

Rival drivers felt the three-
place punishment was too
strong.

“It’s quite a harsh penalty,”
said Pierre Gasly of Toro Rosso.
“If you’ve been really careful...
It’s a shame, especially looking
at the situation, still fighting
for the championship. And now
he gets a penalty, it’s not so ex-
citing.”

Gasly’s team-mate Brendon

Hartley agreed and pointed
out that it is more dangerous
to brake hard in treacherous
slippery conditions.

“I think in the wet, when a
red flag comes out, it’s poten-
tially dangerous to slam on the
brakes,” he said.

“If Sebastian backed off
straight away, as you would in
ared flag, I think the penalty is
extremely harsh.”

Romain Grosjean of Haas also
sympathised.

“You only have a couple of
milliseconds to slow down and
sometimes you get it in the right
place, sometimes you don’t...It’s
so tricky,” he said.
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Chelsea
deny United

Mourinho furious as Chelsea salvage unbeaten record

AFP | London

ose Mourinho described
Jconceding a 96th minute
equaliser to draw 2-2 at
Chelsea as an “awful result”
for Manchester United, but
played down a melee involv-

ing players and staff from both

sides after Ross Barkley’s late
strike.

Mourinho had to be re-
strained by stewards when one
of Chelsea boss Maurizio Sarri’s
backroom staff, Marco Ianni,

ran in front of the Portuguese to |

celebrate as the hosts salvaged
their unbeaten start under the
Ttalian.

The United manager then
also gestured with three fin-
gers towards the Chelsea fans in
reference to the three Premier
League titles he won for the club
in two spells in charge.

“I did not get respect back
from Chelsea (fans) but that
is not my responsibility,” said
Mourinho.

Sarri said he had gone with
Tanni after the match to offer his
apologies to Mourinho.

“After the match I have spo-
ken with Jose and I understood
that we were wrong,” said Sarri.

“I (have) spoken immediately
with the member of my staff and
then I bring him to speak with
Mourinho and to say sorry to
Mourinho.”

Mourinho accepted that apol-
ogy. But his frustration at blow-
ing what could have been a huge
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Manchester United’s French striker Anthony Martial (C) jumps for the ball with Chelsea’s German defender Antonio

Rudiger

win in the context of a stuttering
season was obvious.

Martial delivers

Mourinho’s decision to hand
Anthony Martial a start in an
attack-minded line-up came
good as the Frenchman scored
twice in 18 second-half min-
utes after Antonio Rudiger
headed Chelsea into an early
lead.

The German defender easily
peeled away from Paul Pogba

to plant a powerful header past
the helpless David de Gea from
Willian’s corner.

That was the fourth time
United have conceded from a
corner in the league this season,
having also done so in defeats to
Brighton, Tottenham and West
Ham.

“Players make mistakes and
I prefer to focus on the glob-
al performance and again my
midfield was very good,” added
Mourinho on Pogba’s error.

It wasn’t so costly this time as
Chelsea paid for a lack of kill-
er instinct despite dominating
possession for the rest of the
first-half.

“I am happy with the perfor-
mance of the team for 60 min-
utes because for 60 minutes we
played our football,” said Sarri.

“Then after the goal of 1-1 we
haven’t played our football. We
only played the long ball and we
are not organised to go on the
second ball.

English Premier League

Chelsea 2 2 Manchester United
Bournemouth 0 0 Southampton
Cardiff City 4 2 Fulham
Manchester City 5 0 Burnley

Newcastle United 0 1 Brighton and Hove Albion
West Ham United 0 1 Tottenham Hotspur
Wolverhampton 0 2 Watford
Huddersfield Town 0 1 Liverpool

English Championship

Blackburn Rovers 2 1 Leeds United

Aston Villa 1 0 Swansea City
Brentford 0 1 Bristol City

Hull City 1 1 Preston North End
Ipswich Town 0 2 Queens Park Rangers
Nottingham Forest 1 2 Norwich City
Reading 3 1 Millwall

Rotherham United 1 1 Bolton Wanderers
Stoke City 0 1 Birmingham City
Wwigan Athletic 1 0  West Bromwich Albion
Derby County 2 1 Sheffield United
Italian Serie A

Roma 0 2 SPAL

Juventus 1 1  Genoa

Udinese 0 1 Napoli

German Bundesliga

1. FC Niirnberg 1 3 TSG 1899 Hoffenheim
Bayer 04 Leverkusen 2 2 Hannover 96

FC Augsburg 0 0 RB Leipzig

VfB Stuttgart 0 4 Borussia Dortmund
VL Wolfsburg 1 3 FC Bayern Miinchen
FC Schalke 04 0 2 SV Werder Bremen
Spanish La Liga

Real Madrid 1 2 Levante

Valencia CF 1 1 Legan@s

Villarreal 1 1 Atl@tico de Madrid
Barcelona 2 0  Sevilla

French Ligue1

Paris Saint-Germain 5 0  Amiens

Caen 0 0  Guingamp

Dijon 0 2 Lille

Nantes 4 0  Toulouse

Reims 1 1 Angers

Strashourg 1 0  Monaco

*Scores as of closing

Man City turn on style

- ETTHAD STADIUM = Taksss

Leroy Sane scores Manchester City’s fifth against Burnley at the Etihad
Stadium

AFP | London

Manchester City brushed
aside Burnley 5-0 to pull

clear at the top of the Premier
League yesterday.

City’s win gives them a two-
point cushion over Chelsea
and Tottenham -- 1-0 winners
at West Ham -- but Liverpool
will join them on 23 points if
they beat Huddersfield in the

from nine league games as
Burnley goalkeeper Joe Hart
endured a miserable return to
his former club at the Etihad.

Sergio Aguero opened the
scoring in the 17th minute be-
fore second-half goals rained
in from Bernardo Silva, Fer-
nandinho, Riyad Mahrez and
Leroy Sane.

With the defending cham-
pions slipping ominously into

Pressure mounts on Lopetegui
as Madrid beaten by Levante

Real Madrid set
unwanted club record
for goalless run

AFP | Madrid

eal Madrid failed to ease
the pressure on coach Ju-

len Lopetegui and instead set
the record for the longest goal-
drought in the club’s history
during a surprise 2-1 defeat by
Levante yesterday.

Madrid have now gone five
games without a victory and
by the time Marcelo gave them
hope of a comeback at the San-
tiago Bernabeu, they had gone
481 minutes without a goal too.

The club’s previous worst
run had been 464 minutes, in
1985.

For a team that prides itself

(FromL) Levante’s forward Jason Remeseiro, Real Madrid’s midfielder Casemiro,
Levante’s defender Sergio Postigo, Real Madrid’s forward Mariano and Real
Madrid’s defender Sergio Ramos jump for the ball

later on Saturday, with a ‘Clasi-
co’ to come next weekend at the
Camp Nou.

Asked about his future, Lo-
petegui said: “It is the last thing

Raphael Varane handing Le-
vante a two-goal lead here af-
ter just 13 minutes. Jose Luis
Morales and Roger Marti, from
the penalty spot, were the ben-

Madrid have now gone
481 minutes without a goal
and five games without a
victory

He had left Gareth Bale and
Karim Benzema on the bench,
perhaps due to fitness issues,
and the gamble backfired, de-
spite both making a difference
when brought on in the second
half.

Lopetegui had cited a lack
of luck in recent weeks and
Madrid were not blessed with
it here. They hit the crossbar
twice and the post once. They



